
Burning Hearts Discipleship Courses – Rob Giesey 
“Introduction and Foundations to God’s End Time Judgments.” (Revelation 6-19) 

 

 

I. “A HINGE” THAT BRINGS UNDERSTANDING TO THE BOOK OF REVELATION - Growing in 
understanding of Jesus as Judge.  

 
A. I am positive that one of the hidden truths about Jesus today is the revelation of Him as Judge. Our culture 

cringes at this reality because they do not know the character and nature of God. The church has also cringed 
at this reality because of a lack of the knowledge of God. Jesus proclaims Himself as Judge many times so we 
must begin to first accept that He is Judge and then give ourselves to understanding Him as Judge. 
 

B.  It is through the revelation of Jesus as Judge that we can receive His anointing of joy! The Psalmist gives 
revelation of this anointing of joy.  

 
7 You [Jesus] love righteousness and hate wickedness; Therefore God, Your God, has anointed You with the oil of 
gladness more than Your companions. (Ps. 45:7) 

 
 

C. CELEBRATING JESUS AS BRIDEGROOM, KING, AND JUDGE 

Jesus is very purposeful with His preaching messages. In Jesus’ last public message to Israel He emphasizes 
the revelation of God as Bridegroom, as King, and as Judge (Mt. 22:1-14). This message is like a period and the 
end of a sentence. For over three years Jesus preached to Israel and He closes out His preaching ministry with 
this final statement to them.  

 
2The kingdom of heaven is like a certain king who arranged a marriage for his son, 3and sent out his servants to call 
those who were invited to the wedding…4Again, he sent out other servants, saying, “…Come to the wedding.” 5But 
they made light of it and went their ways, one to his own farm, another to his business. 6And the rest seized his 
servants, treated them spitefully, and killed them. 7When the king heard about it, he was furious. He sent out his 
armies, destroyed those murderers, and burned up their city. 8Then he said to his servants, “The wedding is 
ready…9Therefore go into the highways, and as many as you find, invite to the wedding.” 10So those servants went 
out into the highways and gathered together all whom they found, both bad and good. And the wedding hall was 
filled with guests. (Mt. 22:2-10)  

 
 

Again, Jesus uses the same theme to His disciples in His last public message before the upper room discourse 
(Jn. 14:17), He revealed Himself as Bridegroom, King, and Judge (Mt. 25). 
 

1Then the kingdom…shall be likened to ten virgins who…went out to meet the bridegroom… 6At midnight a cry was 
heard: “Behold, the bridegroom is coming; go out to meet him!”…31“When the Son of Man comes in His glory…He 
will sit on the throne of His glory. 32All the nations will be gathered before Him, and He will separate them…34The 
King will say to those on His right hand, ‘Come, you blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from 
the foundation of the world…’ 41He will also say to those on the left hand, ‘Depart from Me, you cursed, into the 
everlasting fire prepared for the devil and his angels.’” (Mt. 25:1-41)  

 

“We must understand that there is no contradiction between Jesus being Bridegroom, King, and Judge.” 
These realities are like a thick rope that is woven by three cords that cannot be broken.  
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D. WHAT IS A JUDGE IN THE BIBLE? 

Biblically speaking a judge in the bible is a bit different than what we know a judge to be now but there is 
some overlap. A judge in scripture is when God is ruling His people through yielded vessels that He chooses.  
When God is ruling over His people as King (theocracy) He appoints a vessel to implement His heart. This is 
the essence of God raising up a judge.  

 
2 And I saw a strong angel proclaiming with a loud voice, “Who is worthy to open the book and to break its seals 
[who is worthy to judge the earth]?... 5 and one of the elders said to me, “Stop weeping; behold, the Lion that is from 
the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has overcome so as to open the book and its seven seals.” (Rev. 5:2) 

 
 
 

E. GOD’S APPOINTED JUDGE – “A faithful priest”: The Life of Samuel  

I think having an understanding of the life and ministry of Samuel is significant in understanding who Jesus is 
as Judge. This is foundational when we are reading the book of Revelation because Jesus is revealed as the 
One that first aligns the church (Revelation 1-3) and then aligns the nations (Rev. 6-19).  
  

o Many understand Samuel to be a prophetic man, and he was, but the Holy Spirit summarizes 
Samuel’s ministry in a prophesy given to the corrupt high priest Eli. It is through this prophesy about 
Samuel that God reveals the ministry of Samuel. (This is a messianic prophesy about Jesus) 
 

 35 ‘But I will raise up for Myself a faithful priest who will do according to what is in My heart and in My 
mind; and I will build him an enduring house, and he will walk before My anointed always.  (1 Sam. 2:35) 

   

Key of Understanding:  
This is the ministry revealed to the apostle John in Revelation 1. John is given revelation of a 
faithful priest tending to the lampstands (Revelation 1-3).  

 

o 1 Samuel 7:15-17 Samuel’s ministry is summarized by the Holy Spirit as one who judged Israel all the 
days of his life.  
 

15 Now Samuel judged Israel all the days of his life. 16 He used to go annually on circuit to Bethel and Gilgal 
and Mizpah, and he judged Israel in all these places. 17 Then his return was to Ramah, for his house was 
there, and there he judged Israel; and he built there an altar to the LORD. (1 Sam. 7:15-17) 

 
 Judgment begins in God’s house through the ministry of Jesus. 
17 For the time has come for judgment to begin at the house of God; and if it begins with us first, what 
will be the end of those who do not obey the gospel of God? (1 Pet. 4:17) 

 

o We can summarize that God raises up a faithful priest to minister to Him and from that place of 
ministry to God is given authority to execute the heart of God among God’s people. This is a 
promotion of the Spirit given by God to judge His house.  
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14 His head and hair were white like wool [perfect wisdom], as white as snow [pure motive], and His eyes like a 
flame of fire [passion and prophetic vision]; 15 His feet were like fine brass [strong to step into situations], as if 
refined in a furnace, and His voice as the sound of many waters [power of His voice]; 16 He had in His right hand 
seven stars [holding the church], out of His mouth went a sharp two-edged sword [faithful priestly 
messenger]…(Rev. 1:14-16) 
 
 

F. SAMUEL’S PLACE AS JUDGE OVER GOD’S PEOPLE HAD AN EFFECT ON THE NATIONS 
As Samuel was set by God to judge the house of Israel this judgment went beyond the borders of Israel and 
had a dynamic effect on Israel’s enemies. Samuel is a prototype of Jesus in the book of Revelation. Jesus is set 
as Judge over His church and this reality has a direct effect on what is happening to the nations globally that 
are oppressing God’s people. 

 
8 So the children of Israel said to Samuel, “Do not cease to cry out to the LORD our God for us [priestly call of 
intercession], that He may save us from the hand of the Philistines [judge].” 9 And Samuel took a suckling lamb 
and offered it as a whole burnt offering to the LORD. Then Samuel cried out to the LORD for Israel, and the LORD 
answered him. 10 Now as Samuel was offering up the burnt offering, the Philistines drew near to battle against 
Israel. But the LORD thundered with a loud thunder upon the Philistines that day, and so confused them that they 
were overcome before Israel. 11 And the men of Israel went out of Mizpah and pursued the Philistines, and drove 
them back as far as below Beth Car. 12 Then Samuel took a stone and set it up between Mizpah and Shen, and 
called its name Ebenezer, saying, “Thus far the LORD has helped us.” 13 So the Philistines were subdued, and they 
did not come anymore into the territory of Israel. And the hand of the LORD was against the Philistines all the days 
of Samuel. (1 Sam. 7:8-13) 

 

A picture of Psalm 2: Samuel was asked to make intercession before God for the purposes of 
protection and salvation for God’s people. So Jesus has been set to make intercession as the Judge of 
the earth to bring forth God’s inheritance in the nations at the end of the age.  

1 Why do the nations rage, and the people plot a vain thing? 2 The kings of the earth set themselves, and the 
rulers take counsel together, against the LORD and against His Anointed, saying, 3 “Let us break Their bonds 
in pieces and cast away Their cords from us.” 4 He who sits in the heavens shall laugh; The LORD shall hold 
them in derision. 5 Then He shall speak to them in His wrath, and distress them in His deep displeasure: 6 
“Yet I have set My King On My holy hill of Zion.” 7 “I will declare the decree: The LORD has said to Me, ‘You 
are My Son, Today I have begotten You. 8 Ask of Me, and I will give You the nations for Your inheritance, and 
the ends of the earth for Your possession. 9 You shall break them with a rod of iron; You shall dash them to 
pieces like a potter’s vessel.” 10 Now therefore, be wise, O kings; Be instructed, you judges of the earth. 11 
Serve the LORD with fear, and rejoice with trembling. 12 Kiss the Son, lest He be angry, and you perish in the 
way, when His wrath is kindled but a little. (Ps. 2:1-12) 

 

 

 

II. A JESUS CENTERED APPROACH TO THE JUDGMENTS OF GOD 

A. A JESUS CENTERED APPROACH WHEN READING ABOUT GOD’S JUDGMENTS 
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As we read through the seven seal judgments revealed to John we must be directed back to the fact that 
these events should be read with a longing to see Jesus in them. The book of Revelation in chapter one starts 
out with this statement that must be the primary lens of how we read the book: “The Revelation of Jesus 
Christ, which God gave Him to show His servants…” (Rev. 1:1) 

 
 Later in the book of Revelation, it is revealed to John by an angel: “The testimony of Jesus is the spirit of 
prophecy” (Rev. 19:10). So when we open up Revelation chapter 6 and 7 our hearts are postured in finding 
revelation of Jesus through the opening of each seal reality.  

 
 
           Key of Understanding: “Turn God’s judgments into a prayer dialogue.” 

As we read each judgment event, we are to ask the question, “Jesus, what is on Your heart and mind through 
releasing this judgment?” As we do this God’s judgment’s move from a future event of bible prophesy to an intimate 
conversation in prayer where we begin to scratch the surface to His wisdom and love.  

 
 
B. RECOVERING THE ANCIENT PATHS OF MEDITATION ON GOD’S WORD 

I believe Psalm 119:9-16 should be read from the rooftops in our generation. The Psalmist gives us great keys 
and insight into purity before the Lord. This purity is not only physical, but it pertains to our “spiritual path” 
being made pure so that we can see God’s heart behind His ways. One of the key elements to this is 
meditation on God’s judgments. How many prayer meetings or bible studies have you been too that the 
reason your there is to read and pray back to God His judgments? According to God, this is one of the ways 
“our way” gets cleansed.  

 
9 How can a young man [young in the ways of the Spirit] cleanse his way [spiritual path]? BY TAKING HEED ACCORDING 
TO YOUR WORD. 10 With my whole heart I have sought You; Oh, let me not wander from Your commandments! 11 Your 
word I have hidden in my heart, that I might not sin against You. 12 Blessed are You, O LORD! Teach me Your statutes. 13 
With my lips I have declared all the judgments of Your mouth [the practice of meditation and proclamation]. 14 I have 
rejoiced in the way of Your testimonies, as much as in all riches. 15 I will meditate on Your precepts and contemplate Your 
ways. 16 I will delight myself in Your statutes; I will not forget Your word. (Ps. 119:9-16) 

 
 
 

III. PRINCIPLES ABOUT JUDGMENT 

A. GOD’S WISDOM THROUGH JUDGMENT 
God uses the least severe means to reach the greatest number at the deepest level of love without violating 
anyone’s free will.  
 
6 “For thus says the LORD of hosts: ‘Once more (it is a little while) I will shake heaven and earth, the sea and dry land; 7 and 
I will shake all nations, and they shall come to the Desire of All Nations…(Hag. 2:6-7) 
 

o God’s judgments are to remove everything that hinders love.  
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o God’s end time judgments are directed to the Babylon and Antichrist system. God’s judgments are 
not directed towards the saints but have an effect on the saints due to the disruption of culture, 
economics, weather, life, and the earth.  
 

o The global scene due to God’s judgments will purify the saints (Dan. 12:10). For example God allows 
His hand to be removed to allow darkness to manifest in order for people to have to choose Him or 
darkness (no in between).  

 
 

B. SALVATION THROUGH JUDGMENT  
Many view salvation as an act of mercy or rescue from judgment. This is a partial truth. Salvation actually 
comes through judgment.  The bible tells us that we are “being saved” or we are to “work out our salvation” 
meaning that our salvation is not just a prayer at one point but it is a continual work that is setting us free the 
oppression of evil powers and the work of the flesh (Phil. 2:12-14). This is knowing God as Judge. He is 
continually saving you and I from the powers that bind us as we yield our lives to Him.  
 
25 Therefore He is also able to save to the uttermost those who come to God through Him, since He always lives to make 
intercession for them. (Heb. 7:25) 
 
10 My brethren, take the prophets, who spoke in the name of the Lord, as an example of suffering and patience. 11 Indeed 
we count them blessed who endure. You have heard of the perseverance of Job and seen the end intended by the Lord—
that the Lord is very compassionate and merciful. (James 5:10-11) 
 
 

C. SALVATION THROUGH JUDGMENT AT THE END OF THE AGE REVEALED TO DANIEL 

Daniel is shown in a dream in the night that God will bring salvation through judgment from the ministry of 
the Son of Man.  
 
21 “I was watching; and the same horn [Antichrist] was making war against the saints, and prevailing against them, 
22 until the Ancient of Days came, and a judgment was made in favor of the saints of the Most High, and the time came 
for the saints to possess the kingdom. (Dan. 7:21-22) 

 
23 “Thus he said: ‘The fourth beast [Antichrist] shall be a fourth kingdom on earth, which shall be different from all other 
kingdoms, and shall devour the whole earth, trample it and break it in pieces. 24 The ten horns are ten kings who shall arise 
from this kingdom. And another shall rise after them; He shall be different from the first ones and shall subdue three kings. 
25 He [Antichrist] shall speak pompous words against the Most High, shall persecute the saints of the Most High, and shall 
intend to change times and law. Then the saints shall be given into his hand for a time and times and half a time. 26 ‘But 
the court shall be seated, and they shall take away his dominion, to consume and destroy it forever. 27 Then the kingdom 
and dominion, and the greatness of the kingdoms under the whole heaven, shall be given to the people, the saints of the 
Most High. His kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and all dominions shall serve and obey Him.’ (Dan. 7:23-27) 
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IV. REVELATION 6: INTRODUCTION TO THE SEVEN SEAL JUDGMENTS 

A. Jesus took the scroll that was sealed with seven seals from the hand of the Father (Rev. 5:7). It represents the 
title deed of the earth and the action plan required to cleanse the earth. One by one, Jesus opens each seal, 
which releases judgment against those who align with Babylon.  
 

B. The seven seals are literal (not merely symbolic), future (their greatest fulfillment is future), progressive 
(increasing in intensity), and numbered (released in a sequential order).  

 
C. In Revelation 6:1, John is called to, “Come and see.” This is a significant invitation for John to draw close to 

God to receive His heart about the judgment. This is our invitation as we move forward into the meditation 
and study of God’s judgments.  

 


