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Revelation 1 - “Foundations of John’s Encounters and Revelation of the Son of Man” 

MELEAH HOUSE OF PRAYER 

 

I. REVELATION 1 OVERVIEW 

a. Stunning revelations of God and revelation of our eternal calling: 

Revelation chapter 1 has some of the most stunning revelations of who God is and who we are. I believe 
the revelations of Jesus unfolded in this chapter truly speak into our identity for eternity.  

  

o There are at least 29 different revelations of God in Revelation chapter 1. 

o There are 2 revelations of who we are in Revelation chapter 1.  

 

b. John’s circumstance when receiving the book is prophetic to the readers: 

If we look at this chapter as a whole, we can summarize it in this way, “One of Jesus’ closest friends, is 
going through one of the worst times of his life and receives the most stunning visions of God in all of 
Scripture.” 
 
I believe that the circumstance that John received this book in is prophetic in itself for every reader who 
reads this book. There is a foundational truth found in chapter 1, the apostle John had poured out his 
life for the sake of the gospel, and to the human eye he was a failure, but in the kingdom of heaven he 
was an instrument to write the greatest book ever written. This is a testimony to the church in every 
age and especially the end time church. 

 

c. John’s calling to Prophesy | Truths about John the apostle: 

1. John was the last remaining disciple alive when he received the book of Revelation.  
John had the authority to speak to the end time church who would go through the tribulation 
just as he had gone through great tribulation and remained alive to write the book. This speaks 
of God’s ability to sustain the church through the most challenging times.  

 
KEY OF UNDERSTANDING: The Genesis one God is the God who will sustain His church in the 
end and finish what He started. The power that God displayed at the beginning will be the 
power unveiled at the end.  

 

8 “I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End,” says the Lord…(Rev. 1:8) 
 
 

2. John was known as the disciple that Jesus loved.  
23 Now there was leaning on Jesus’ bosom one of His disciples, whom Jesus loved. (John 
13:23) 

 
This is a significant statement when we couple it with the hardships that the apostle went 
through for the sake of the gospel. We often view the love of God through sentimental 
western perspectives. The scriptures clearly display those who God loves the most as going 
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through some of the greatest hardships. Think about who was on the cross! God reveals 
more of Himself to us through hardship and suffering.  
 
10 For it was fitting for Him, for whom are all things and by whom are all things, in bringing 
many sons to glory, to make the captain of their salvation perfect through sufferings. 11 For 
both He who sanctifies and those who are being sanctified are all of one, for which reason 
He is not ashamed to call them brethren…(Heb. 2:10-11) 
 
 

3. John was banished by Rome for his testimony of Christ.  
9 I, John, both your brother and companion in the tribulation and kingdom and patience of Jesus 
Christ, was on the island that is called Patmos for the word of God and for the testimony of Jesus 
Christ. (Rev. 1:9) 

 
This is significant to the end time church. Some of the greatest persecution of the church will 
come from a “religious system” at the end of the age called the “Harlot Babylon”.  
 

o Harlotry in the bible speaks of those who claim to worship God but worship other 
things as well. 
 

2 When the LORD began to speak by Hosea, the LORD said to Hosea: “Go, take 
yourself a wife of  harlotry and children of harlotry, for the land [God’s people] has 
committed great harlotry by departing from the LORD.” (Hos. 1:2) 

 
6 I saw the woman [Harlot Babylon], drunk with the blood of the saints and with the 
blood of the martyrs of Jesus. And when I saw her, I marveled with great 
amazement. (Rev. 17:6) 

 
2 For true and righteous are His judgments, because He has judged the great harlot 
who corrupted the earth with her fornication; and He has avenged on her the blood 
of His servants shed by her.” (Rev. 19:2) 

 

 

II. REVELATION CHAPTER 1 AND THE STUDY OF PROPHETIC ENCOUNTERS THROUGHOUT SCRIPTURE 

a. Encounters with God are fuel for enduring challenges: 

It is a common theme throughout scripture that when men and women received profound encounters 
from God they were going to go through great challenges. This brings a sobriety to us when we ask for 
encounters with God and also shape the way we read the book of Revelation.  
 

o Moses’ example: Exodus 1-40 

o Isaiah’s example: Isaiah 6:1-10 

o Ezekiel’s example: Ezekiel 1; 2 
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o Jeremiah’s example: Jeremiah 1-52, Lamentations 1-5 

o John the Baptist example: John 1:29-34; Matt. 11:4-6 

o Paul’s example: 2 Corinthians 11:16-33; 12:2 

o The apostle John’s example: Revelation 1:9, 11, 19; 10:1-11 

 

b. The details contained in the encounter are significant: 

When studying encounters with God I have noticed a consistent theme. The details about God, the 
place of encounter, and the life situation of when the encounter comes are all significant factors for the 
one receiving the encounter and those who will listen to the message given from the encounter.  
 
The revelations of God given in Revelation chapter one are extremely important to meditate upon for 
foundations for the entire book of Revelation.  
 

 
III. REVELATION 1 | FOUNDATIONAL REVELATIONS FOR THE END TIME CHURCH 

a. Grace and peace: 

John is given both grace (blessing, favor, gift, divine fuel) and peace (wholeness from walking intimately 
with God) to share with the church. Grace and peace are coming from three different aspects about 
God – (1) the Father, (2) the seven Spirits of God, (3) Jesus the Messiah. 
 

b.  Foundational revelation of the Father shared with John: 
4 John, to the seven churches which are in Asia: Grace to you and peace from Him who is and who was 
and who is to come…(Rev. 1:4) 
 
The first truths about God in the book of Revelation is pointing the church to recognize the Father.  
 

1. from Him who is and who was: The God that was before Genesis one is the God who is in your 
midst right now. (Just pause and think about that.) 
 

2. and who is to come: The Father is coming to the earth. This is extremely significant to the story 
of the bible and the hope of the return of Jesus. Jesus’ return is to prepare the earth (1,000-
year reign) for the coming of the Father (Eph. 1:9-10; Rev. 19:11; 20:4; 21:1-3; 22:3-5).  

 
 

c. Foundational truths about the 7 spirits of God: 
4 John, to the seven churches which are in Asia: Grace to you and peace… from the seven Spirits who are 
before His throne…(Rev. 1:4) 
 
The church is pointed to the seven spirits of God that are lamps burning before His throne (Rev. 4:5). 
Grace and peace are coming from seven dimensions of God that are continually burning before His 
throne (place of rule over the universe). The church will need to draw from the grace and peace from 
these seven dimensions of God to overcome. 
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o The prophet Isaiah shares with us specifically what the seven spirits of God are. 

The Spirit of the LORD shall rest upon Him, the Spirit of wisdom and understanding, the Spirit of 
counsel and might, the Spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the LORD. (Is. 11:1) 

 
o The church in every age needs divine empowerment from the seven spirits of God. These help 

us to walk in the light of the kingdom of heaven through every circumstance.  
 

d. Foundational truths about Jesus the Messiah: The Faithful Witness, the Firstborn of the Dead, and the 
ruler over the Kings of the earth: 
 
4 John, to the seven churches which are in Asia: Grace to you and peace… from Jesus Christ, the faithful 
witness, the firstborn from the dead, and the ruler over the kings of the earth. (Rev. 1:4) 
 
The church is pointed to the prophetic title of Jesus as the Messiah. This is a direct pointing to the 
prophetic purposes of Israel and the nations. The Messiah is described in three ways (1) the faithful 
witness, (2) the firstborn of those with resurrected bodies, (3) ruler over every nation on the earth. All 
three of these attributes of the Messiah of Israel can be found in the message that Jesus told the 
disciples would be preached in the nations before His return (Matt. 24:14).  
 
14 And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in all the world as a witness to all the nations, and 
then the end will come. (Matt. 24:14) 
 
Jesus Christ (Messiah):  
The promise of the nation’s being ruled by Israel’s leader with world peace and direction from God 
Himself (Is. 2).  
 

1. “The Faithful Witness” – The church should draw strength from this revelation of Jesus. Every 
believer is called to share the truth in love no matter what the conditions. The end time church 
will be faithful witness. 

 
11 And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony, and they 
did not love their lives to the death. (Rev. 12:11) 

 

3 And I will give power to my two witnesses, and they will prophesy one thousand two hundred 
and sixty days, clothed in sackcloth…7 When they finish their testimony, the beast that ascends 
out of the bottomless pit will make war against them, overcome them, and kill them. (Rev. 11:3, 
7) 

 

4 These are the ones who follow the Lamb wherever He goes. These were redeemed from among 
men, being firstfruits to God and to the Lamb. 5 And in their mouth was found no deceit, for they 
are without fault before the throne of God. (Rev. 14:4-5) 
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2. “The Firstborn from the Dead” – This is a powerful reality that the church draws from. He has 
conquered death in every area of life.  
 
“Do not be afraid; I am the First and the Last. 18 I am He who lives, and was dead, and behold, I 
am alive forevermore. Amen (Rev. 1:18) 

 
o He is alive in body – No other departed human spirit is. The grave is victor over all 

except Jesus! Jesus is alive in His body right now. This gives a new level of 
understanding of when the apostle Paul who lived after Christ had ascended said, “To 
know Him.” We have the opportunity to know Him! And we have the great privilege to 
receive our glorified bodies in the future. Glory! 

 
10 that I may know Him and the power of His resurrection, and the fellowship of His 
sufferings, being conformed to His death, 11 if, by any means, I may attain to the 
resurrection from the dead. (Phil. 3:10-11) 
 
…I saw the souls of those who had been beheaded for their witness to Jesus and for the 
word of God, who had not worshiped the beast or his image, and had not received his 
mark on their foreheads or on their hands. And they lived and reigned with Christ for a 
thousand years. (Rev. 20:4) 

    
 

o He is alive ruling – Jesus not only conquered death physically but He reigns over death 
in the spirit-realm. Jesus rules over all intellect and spirit in the invisible realm.  
 
15 Having disarmed principalities and powers, He made a public spectacle of them, 
triumphing over them in it. (Col. 2:15) 
 
 

o He is alive actively – Jesus is not an echo like men of the past who have died. He is 
currently active in the affairs of life. He personally participates and actively intervenes in 
real time.  

 
19 So then, after the Lord had spoken to them, He was received up into heaven, and sat 
down at the right hand of God. 20 And they went out and preached everywhere, the Lord 
working with them and confirming the word through the accompanying signs. (Mark 
16:19-20) 

 
o He is with us in prayer – Through unceasing prayer, Jesus is changing lives by wooing, 

challenging, rescuing, converting, reclaiming, renewing, restoring, and transforming.  
 
23 Also there were many priests, because they were prevented by death from continuing. 
24 But He, because He continues forever, has an unchangeable priesthood. 25 Therefore 
He is also able to save to the uttermost those who come to God through Him, since He 
always lives to make intercession for them. (Heb. 7:23-25) 
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3. “The Ruler of the Kings of the earth” – The church draws strength from the hope of Jesus’ 
second coming (Titus 2:13) to take His place to rule over every nation from Jerusalem. Imagine 
every nation politically under the divine leadership of Jesus! 
 
The second coming aggression of Jesus to rule: 
15 Now out of His mouth goes a sharp sword, that with it He should strike the nations. And He 
Himself will rule them with a rod of iron…(Rev. 19:15) 

 

Isaiah’s prophesy of Jesus ruling the nations from Jerusalem: 

2 Now it shall come to pass in the latter days that the mountain of the LORD’s house shall be 
established on the top of the mountains and shall be exalted above the hills; and all nations shall 
flow to it. 3 Many people shall come and say, “Come, and let us go up to the mountain of the 
LORD, to the house of the God of Jacob; He will teach us His ways, and we shall walk in His 
paths.” For out of Zion shall go forth the law, and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. 4 He 
shall judge between the nations and rebuke many people; they shall beat their swords into 
plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 
neither shall they learn war anymore. (Is. 2:2-4) 

 
 

IV. THE THEOCRATIC KINGDOM OF GOD | God’s intent and future dominance shown to Moses and Daniel (Exodus 
19; Daniel 7) 
 
12 Then I turned to see the voice that spoke with me. And having turned I saw seven golden lampstands, 
13 and in the midst of the seven lampstands One like the Son of Man [Daniel 7:13], clothed with a garment 
down to the feet and girded about the chest with a golden band. (Rev. 1:12-13) 
 

a. Ancient Israel was ruled by God: 
God established Israel from the day of Moses until the prophet Samuel’s ministry ended as a theocracy. 
This means that God was King over His people. Through a covenant of marriage associated with 
obedience God’s people were made into a kingdom. God’s idea of the kingdom was the entire nation 
walking in holiness and approaching Him in a regular way. The bible gives this function a name called 
being a priest to God (Ex. 19:4-6). 
 
4 You have seen what I did to Egyptians, and how I’ve bore you on Eagles wings and brought you to 
Myself. 5 Now therefore, if you will indeed obey My voice keep My covenant [marriage to God], then you 
shall be a special treasure to Me above all people [a royal people]; for all the Earth is Mine. 6 And you 
shall be to Me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation. These are the words which you shall speak to the 
children of Israel. (Ex. 19:4-6) 
 
As the years went by Israel began to worship the idols of the nations. This false worship system gave 
way to the concepts of the nations. Israel began to desire what the nations had – a human king to rule 
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them instead of an invisible God. This grieved God. Israel wanted a human king like other nations. God 
considered this desire idolatry (1 Sam. 8:6-9).  
 
6 But the thing displeased Samuel when they said, “Give us a king to judge us.” So Samuel prayed to the 
LORD. 7 And the LORD said to Samuel, “Heed the voice of the people in all that they say to you; for they 
have not rejected you, but they have rejected Me, that I should not reign over them. 8 According to all the 
works which they have done since the day that I brought them up out of Egypt, even to this day—with 
which they have forsaken Me and served other gods—so they are doing to you also. 9 Now therefore, 
heed their voice. However, you shall solemnly forewarn them, and show them the behavior of the king 
who will reign over them.” (1 Sam. 8:6-9) 
 

b. The prophets predicted the Messiah to be God: 
The prophets predicted a day would come when God would rule in the midst of Israel, but they also 
described a future human king – a Messiah. This human was described as an apparent flawless ruler 
who seemed to rule forever. This created a tremendous tension in the prophesies and a profound sense 
of mystery about the coming Messiah.  
 

c. Daniel 7:  
Daniel seven gives us the key to the Messiah of Israel being both man and God – ruling from Jerusalem. 
The kingdom of the Son of Man creates a context for God Himself to directly rule over His people – the 
ultimate theocracy and the physical kingdom of God. 
 
13 “I was watching in the night visions, and behold, One like the Son of Man, coming with the clouds of 
heaven! He came to the Ancient of Days, and they brought Him near before Him. 14 Then to Him was 
given dominion and glory and a kingdom, that all peoples, nations, and languages should serve Him. His 
dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away, and His kingdom the one which shall 
not be destroyed. (Dan. 7:13-14) 
 

 
d. The Father gives John and the churches revelation of the Son of Man:  

12 Then I turned to see the voice that spoke with me. And having turned I saw seven golden 
lampstands, 13 and in the midst of the seven lampstands One like the Son of Man [Daniel 7:13], 
clothed with a garment down to the feet and girded about the chest with a golden band. (Rev. 1:12-
13) 

 
In Revelation 1:13-16 the apostle John is given an encounter with the Daniel 7 Son of Man walking 
among the lampstands (churches). This is a profound revelation as a foundational key to the entire book 
of Revelation. Of any of the revelations of Jesus the Father chose to reveal to the end time church He 
chose to unveil what Daniel saw. The revelation of Jesus as the Son of Man is so powerful that it caused 
a physical response to the encounter in both Daniel and John.  
 

o John’s response to the Son of Man   

“And when I saw Him, I fell at His feet as dead.” (Rev. 1:17) 
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o Daniel’s response to the Son of Man  

“As for me, Daniel, my thoughts greatly troubled me, and my countenance 
changed…(Dan. 7:28) 

 
V. REVELATION OF THE SON OF MAN – Johns encounter with nine attributes of Jesus. 

12 Then I turned to see the voice that spoke with me. And having turned I saw seven golden lampstands, 13 and in 
the midst of the seven lampstands One like the Son of Man, CLOTHED with a garment down to the feet and 
GIRDED about the chest with a golden band. 14 His HEAD and HAIR were white like wool, as white as snow, and 
His EYES like a flame of fire; 15 His FEET were like fine brass, as if refined in a furnace, and His VOICE as the sound 
of many waters; 16 He had in His RIGHT HAND seven stars, out of His MOUTH went a sharp two-edged sword, 
and His COUNTENANCE was like the sun shining in its strength. 17 And when I saw Him, I fell at His feet as dead. 
(Rev. 1:12-17) 
 

1)  CLOTHED with a garment down to the feet – Priest clothed in humility. 

2) GIRDED about the chest with a golden band – Royal Priest with purity and authority. 

3) His HEAD and HAIR were white  - Perfect wisdom, divine leadership, abiding in the Father. 

4) His EYES like a flame of fire – Jealousy and passionate lover, prophetic spirit, the Judge. 

5) His FEET were like fine brass, as if refined in a furnace – Pure, strong, traveling. 

6) His VOICE as the sound of many waters – Great strength, herd in the counsel of many. 

7) He had in His RIGHT HAND seven stars – Hand of authority to lead the church. 

8) out of His MOUTH went a sharp two-edged sword – Skillful in the word of God (edification and war). 

9) and His COUNTENANCE was like the sun shining in its strength – The inner power and beauty of Jesus 

shines.  
 

 

17 And when I saw Him, I fell at His feet as dead. (Rev. 1:17) 
 
 

VI. BEING KING HAS TO DO WITH MORE THAN HAVING POWER OVER PEOPLE AND RESOURCE 

a. All dominion: 
14 Then to Him [Jesus] was given dominion and glory and a kingdom, that all peoples, nations, and 
languages should serve Him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away, and His 
kingdom the one which shall not be destroyed. (Dan. 7:14) 

 
Revelation of God as King is much greater than Him having power over people and resource. The 
anointing of the King is God ruling over all dominions. This includes the realm of the spirit (demons, 
principalities), nature, animals, and the cosmos. We have been given the privilege to partner with the 
King (intercession) and to possess His kingdom (demonstrate His qualities).  
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18 But the saints of the Most High shall receive the kingdom, and possess the kingdom forever, even 
forever and ever. (Dan. 7:18) 

 

VII. PROPHECIES CONCERNING GOD BEING KING 

a. Psalm 10:16; 29:10; 45; 47:2, 7; 74:12; 93; 96; 97-99; 103; Isaiah 2:2-4; 49:7; Jeremiah 10:10; Ezekiel 

20:33; Daniel 2:44; Micah 4:1-3; Zechariah 8:3, 20-23; 14:9; Daniel 7:27 

 

VIII. IF JESUS IS KING THEN WE ARE (1) A KINGDOM, (2) PRIESTS TO HIS GOD 
5 To Him who loves us and released us from our sins by His blood 6and He has made us to be a KINGDOM, 
priests to His God and Father—to Him be the glory and the dominion forever and ever. Amen. 7 BEHOLD, HE IS 

COMING WITH THE CLOUDS, and every eye will see Him [Daniel 7:13], even those who pierced Him; and all the tribes 
of the earth will mourn over Him. So it is to be. Amen. (Rev. 1:5-7) 
 

a. We have been purchased to be treasured (royal) priests before God: 
Revelation 1:5-7 combines the prophesy of Daniel 7 and our eternal identity before God as a kingdom of 
priests to His God. This means we have been purchased into a never-ending priesthood (Heb. 7:16) that 
is full of life in the knowledge of God. Jesus died and rose again so that we can approach the Father and 
know Him – this is priesthood before God.  

 
b. We are a royal priesthood – “Behold the Branch”:  

1 Peter 2:4-9; Zechariah 3:6-8; 6:11-13 
 
 

 
 


