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“The Sons of Oil” – Overcoming adversity and smallness to build the house of prayer.  Zechariah 4 

MELEAH HOUSE OF PRAYER 

 

I. GROWING IN UNDERSTANDING OF THE PROPHETIC BOOKS OF REBUILDING THE TEMPLE 

a. The apostle Paul made it clear that the church is a temple, built with living stones, with 
it’s foundations on the prophets and apostles, and it’s chief corner stone being Christ. 
With this in mind the prophetic books concerning building and rebuilding the temple are 
profoundly important to us today.  
 
19 So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the 
saints, and are of God’s household, 20 having been built on the foundation of the 
apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus Himself being the corner stone,  21 in whom the 
whole building, being fitted together, is growing into a holy temple in the Lord, 22 in 
whom you also are being built together into a dwelling of God in the Spirit. (Eph. 2:19-
22) 

 

b. As we read the prophetic books concerning the building of prayer and worship we gain 
courage to fulfill our mandate to build prayer and worship in our generation. The visions 
and prophesy’s given to encourage God’s people then were for every generation to 
persevere in bringing heaven on earth (Matt. 6:10). We are also given prophetic insight 
into God’s heart for the return of Jesus and the Father’s plan to build the millennial 
temple in Jerusalem. 

 
 

II. CONTEXT OF ZECHARIAH – ENCOURAGING THE RESTORATION COMMUNITY 

a. The leaders and the people who had made great sacrifice to return to Jerusalem to build 
the house of prayer and city of Jerusalem from Babylon were discouraged.  
 

b. Going back to Jerusalem wasn’t as exciting as they thought it would be. It was hard 
building the house of prayer. The opposition was so great that God called it “a mountain 
that stood before Zerubbabel (first builder)”.  
 
“Who are you, O great mountain?” (Zech. 4:7) 
 

III. THE BOOK OF ZECHARIAH - WRITER 

a. The name "Zechariah" (lit. "Yahweh Remembers"). 
It was an appropriate name for the writer of this book, because it explains that Yahweh 
remembers His chosen people, and His promises, and will be faithful to them. 
 

b. Zechariah, like Jeremiah and Ezekiel, was both a prophet and a priest. He was very 
familiar with priestly things (Ch. 3; 6:9-15; 9:8, 15; 14:16, 20, 21). 
 

IV. DATE OF ZECHARIAH 

a. Zechariah's inspired preaching began in the eighth month of 520 B.C. (1:1).  
b. His eight-night visions followed three months later in 520 B.C. (1:7) 
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V. HISTORY OF ZECHARIAH 

a. Zechariah  
Zechariah began ministering among the Jews who had returned from captivity in Babylon 
(the restoration community) two months after Haggai began preaching (1:1; 7:1; cf. Neh. 
12:10-16; Hag. 1:1). Zechariah's message supplements that of Haggai. 
 

b. Haggai and Zechariah working together but different. 

“And the elders of the Jews were successful in building through the prophesying of 
Haggai the prophet and Zechariah the son of Iddo.” (Ezra 6:14) 
 
"There is a marked contrast between Haggai and his contemporary Zechariah. If Haggai 
was the builder, responsible for the solid structure of the new Temple, Zechariah was 
more like the artist, adding colorful windows with their symbolism, gaiety and light.” 
 

VI. PURPOSE AND THEME OF ZECHARIAH 

a. Building the house of prayer had eternal glory. 
The central theme of the book is encouragement and hope. The key to this hope is the 
coming of Messiah and his overthrow of ungodly forces and establishment of His kingdom 
on earth. 

1. Finish building the house of prayer. 
Zechariah ministered to the restoration community to motivate God’s 
people to finish building the house of prayer.  

 
2. Live whole heartily before God. 

Zechariah also called the people to remember the consequences of their 
fathers lack of wholehearted response to God and to not follow in their 
footsteps into God’s judgements of exile (loving discipline). 

2 “The LORD was very angry with your fathers. 3 “Therefore say to 
them, ‘Thus says the LORD of hosts, “Return to Me,” declares the 
LORD of hosts, “that I may return to you,” says the LORD of hosts. 4 
“Do not be like your fathers, to whom the former prophets proclaimed, 
saying, ‘Thus says the LORD of hosts, “Return now from your evil ways 
and from your evil deeds.” ’ But they did not listen or give heed to Me,” 
declares the LORD. 5 “Your fathers, where are they? And the prophets, 
do they live forever? (Zech. 1:2-5) 

 
b. Theme: Your “yes” is big even though it seems small. 

"The prophet is concerned to comfort his discouraged and pessimistic compatriots, who 
are in the process of rebuilding the house of prayer and restructuring their community but 
who view their efforts as making little difference in the present and offering no hope for 
the future." 
 
10 For who has despised the day of small things? (Zech. 4:10) 
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c. The great appeal of the book. 
The great appeal of the entire book appears in chapter 1 verse 3: "Return to Me that I 
may return to you, says the LORD of Hosts." Everything that follows this statement 
illustrates and applies this promise. It was God’s longing to come and dwell among them. 
It was their faithfulness that provided the place for Jesus to come into the temple to 
share more of His heart that point to the fulfillment of the coming and the Son of Man.  

 
VII. ZECHARIAH 4 

a. Zechariah 3 for Joshua (Priest), Zechariah 4 for Zerubbabel (Governor) 
Zechariah 4 goes hand in hand with chapter 3. Zechariah is given a prophesy for each 
leader of the house of prayer to encourage them through there difficulty in leading and 
fulfilling their assignments before God. 
 

b. Chapter 4: Zerubbabel’s first problem – “The mountain of adversity.” 
6 So he answered and said to me: “This is the word of the LORD to Zerubbabel: ‘Not by 
might nor by power, but by My Spirit,’ Says the LORD of hosts.  7 ‘Who are you, O great 
mountain? Before Zerubbabel you shall become a plain! And he shall bring forth the 
capstone with shouts of “Grace, grace to it!” ’ ” 

 
o God’s question for Zerubbabel to consider was – “Who are you, O great mountain?”  

 
Lesson: The mountain must be identified in order to be addressed. 
 
Zerubbabel’s mountain:  

1. The work was great: The city of Jerusalem was in ruins. Zerubbabel had 
few laborers (only 40,000+ compared to millions who stayed in Babylon) 
to rebuild the city and to rebuild the house of prayer. The team had little 
resource to build the city and the house of prayer.  
 

2. False brethren:  
Now when the adversaries of Judah and Benjamin heard that the 
descendants of the captivity were building the temple of the LORD God 
of Israel, 2 they came to Zerubbabel and the heads of the fathers’ 
houses, and said to them, “Let us build with you, for we seek your God 
as you do; and we have sacrificed to Him since the days of Esarhaddon 
king of Assyria, who brought us here.” (Ez. 4:1-2) 
 
Zerubbabel and the community had to confront and sift through those 
who did not have the same vision that God had given them. The 
adversaries were those who wanted to be apart but had agendas and 
ambitions to change the vision God had given the leadership.  
 
3 But Zerubbabel and Jeshua and the rest of the heads of the fathers’ 
houses of Israel said to them, “You may do nothing with us to build a 
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house for our God; but we alone will build to the LORD God of Israel, as 
King Cyrus the king of Persia has commanded us.” (Ez. 4:3) 
 
This was challenging to confront those with selfish motives because it 
meant the community would lose people who were willing to help. In the 
long term this kept the community healthy.  
 

3. Discouragement and frustration: 
4 Then the people of the land tried to discourage the people of Judah. 
They troubled them in building, 5 and hired counselors against them to 
frustrate their purpose all the days of Cyrus king of Persia, even until 
the reign of Darius king of Persia. (Ez. 4:4-5) 
 

4. Accusation and intimidation that leads to quitting: 
6 In the reign of Ahasuerus, in the beginning of his reign, they wrote an 
accusation against the inhabitants of Judah and Jerusalem…23 Now 
when the copy of King Artaxerxes’ letter was read before Rehum, 
Shimshai the scribe, and their companions, they went up in haste to 
Jerusalem against the Jews, and by force of arms made them cease. 
24 Thus the work of the house of God which is at Jerusalem ceased, and 
it was discontinued until the second year of the reign of Darius king of 
Persia. (Ezra 4:6, 23-24) 
 
 

c. Chapter 4: Zerubbabel’s second problem – “Smallness”. 

8 Moreover the word of the LORD came to me, saying: 9 “The hands of Zerubbabel have 
laid the foundation of this temple; His hands shall also finish it. Then you will know that 
the LORD of hosts has sent Me to you. 10 For who has despised the day of small things? 
For these seven rejoice to see the plumb line in the hand of Zerubbabel. They are the 
eyes of the LORD, which scan to and fro throughout the whole earth.” (Zech. 4:8-10) 
 
A second question is asked to Zerubbabel, “Who has despised small things?” This was 
asked because God’s people were making light of what they were doing because it 
seemed so small and insignificant. This was a major issue with God. His question was 
rhetorical knowing that the answered was big.  


