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Revelation 4 and 5: “From among the Lampstands into the Holy of Holies.” 

MELEAH HOUSE OF PRAYER 

 

 

I. REVELATION CHAPTER 1 - “Foundations in two hopes.” 
Cross Reference (Rev. 1:7 and Dan. 7:13-14, Rev. 1:4 and Rev. 21:3-5; 22:3-4) 
 

a. The two foundational hopes of the book of Revelation:  
 

1) The Father is going to come to the earth.  
This is the climatic finish at the very end (Rev. 21,22) but is announced at the very beginning of 
Revelation chapter 1.  

     
… Him who is and who was and who is to come…(Rev. 1:4) 

 
 

2) Jesus is going to come to the earth.  
The point for Jesus’ physical return is to prepare the earth for the coming of the Father. The nations 
will mourn when Jesus returns.  
 
 BEHOLD, HE IS COMING WITH THE CLOUDS, and every eye will see Him, even those who pierced Him; and all 
the tribes of the earth will mourn over Him. (Rev. 1:7) 

 
 

II. REVELATION CHAPTER 1 - “John’s encounter with the Son of Man among the lampstands.” 
The “Holy Place” was the location that the High Priest would tend to the lampstands.  
Cross Reference (Ex. 25:31-40) and (Rev. 1; 2-3) 

 
a. The Son of Man among the seven lampstands. 

God reveals Jesus as “the Son of Man” walking among the seven lampstands (Rev. 1:12,13). John describes 
the Son of Man wearing the garments of the High Priest (Rev. 1:13). The Son of Man was Jesus’ favorite 
title of Himself in the gospels. This points us to Daniel chapter 7 to read about the unveiling of the Son of 
Man.  

 
o It was the role of the high priest to tend to the lampstands in the Holy Place. This is what is 

happening when Jesus is calling John to write to the seven churches. Each church is a lampstand 
that needs to be tending to. The Levitical priesthood in the Old Testament was a type and shadow 
given of what Jesus is doing in the Spirit for the church. As our High Priest Jesus tends to the church 
(lampstands). 

 
2“Command the sons of Israel that they bring to you clear oil from beaten olives for the light, to 

make a lamp burn continually. 3 “Outside the veil of testimony [Holy of Holies] in the tent of 

meeting, Aaron shall keep it in order from evening to morning before the LORD continually; it 
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shall be a perpetual statute throughout your generations. 4 “He shall keep the lamps in order on 

the pure gold lampstand before the LORD continually. (Lev. 24:2-4) 

 
o Pure pressed oil: Pure oil had to be regularly filled in the lampstand. This speaks of our pure 

devotion before God on a regular basis.  
 

o Bright light: It was the role of the high priest to make sure the light of the lampstand was bright. 
The light is sustained by pure devotion (oil) before Him.  
 
 

III. REVELATION CHAPTER 2 AND 3 – “The Son of Man’s prophetic messages to the seven 
churches.” Cross Reference (Ex. 25:31-40) and (Rev. 1; 2-3) 
 

a.  Revelation chapter 2 and 3: 
Revelation chapters two and three is the unfolding of the high priest tending to the seven lampstands. The 
messages in chapter two and three are the seven prophetic messages given to the seven churches from the 
Son of Man. John is called to write these seven messages down and deliver them to the leaders of the seven 
churches. These seven messages speak to the seven different scenarios the church was in then, is in now, and 
will be in during the events that unfold in the book of Revelation.  
 

o The High Priest is tending to the lampstands by delivering these seven prophetic messages through 
John. Each critique and promise of the churches is Jesus maintaining the light and oil in the churches 
(lampstands). 
 

 

IV. REVELATION CHAPTER 4 AND 5 – “John is taken into the Holy of Holies.” 
 The location of the ark of God and the manifest presence of God was in the Holy of Holies. 
Cross Reference - (Ex. 26:31-34; 28:29-30) and (Rev. 4 and 5) 

 

a. Revelation 4 and 5:  
The progression of moving from the Holy place (location of the lampstands) to the Holy of Holies is seen in the 
invitation that is given to John “to come up here”. Like us, John has been given access to the most holy place 
through the door (Jesus – Jn. 10:9). The priest would go into the Holy of Holies to receive revelation for God’s 
people. This makes sense to why John is taken to the throne room of God to receive revelation of the end time 
events (Rev. 6-22). John is in the Holy of Holies in heaven in Revelation chapters 4 and 5. 
 
1After these things [lampstands] I looked, and behold, a door standing open in heaven, and the first voice 

which I had heard, like the sound of a trumpet speaking with me, said, “Come up here [moving into the holy 

of holies]… 2 Immediately I was in the Spirit; and behold, a throne was standing in heaven, and One sitting 

on the throne.  3 And He who was sitting was like a jasper stone and a sardius in appearance; and there was 

a rainbow around the throne, like an emerald in appearance. (Rev. 4:1-2) 
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b. Significance of the Holy of Holies: 

(1) Location of the manifest presence of God, (2) The place of ministry to God, (3) The place of atonement for 
sin, (4) The place of receiving revelation, instruction, and insight of God’s judgments.  
 
 

1. The Holy of Holies is the location of the manifest presence of God. (Rev. 4:1-2) 
A priest was called into the holy of holies to encounter the Living God. The glory of God rested on the ark of 
His presence. It is our glory to draw near to the Father.  
 
“And behold, a throne was standing in heaven, and One sitting on the throne.  3 And He who was sitting 

was like a jasper stone and a sardius in appearance; and there was a rainbow around the throne, like an 

emerald in appearance”. (Rev. 4:1-2) 

 
 
 

2. The Holy of Holies is the place of ministry to God. (Rev. 4:4-11; 5:8-14) 
The high priest would enter in to the Holy of Holies to minister to the Lord. The ark of His presence had a 
mercy seat upon it that had two cherubim (angels). This represented the angelic ministry to God around His 
throne in heaven. The priest on earth would join in with the angels in heaven ministry before the presence 
of God. This is what is shown to John in Revelation 4:4, 6-11).  
 
4 AROUND THE THRONE were twenty-four thrones; and upon the thrones I saw twenty-four elders 

sitting, clothed in white garments, and golden crowns on their heads… and AROUND THE THRONE, four 

living creatures full of eyes in front and behind. 7 The first creature was like a lion, and the second 

creature like a calf, and the third creature had a face like that of a man, and the fourth creature was like a 

flying eagle. 8 And the four living creatures, each one of them having six wings, are full of eyes around and 

within; and day and night they do not cease to say, “HOLY, HOLY, HOLY is THE LORD GOD, THE 

ALMIGHTY, WHO WAS AND WHO IS AND WHO IS TO COME.” 9 And when the living creatures give glory and 

honor and thanks to Him who sits on the throne, to Him who lives forever and ever, 10 the twenty-four 

elders will fall down before Him who sits on the throne, and will worship Him who lives forever and ever, 

and will cast their crowns before the throne, saying, 11 “Worthy are You, our Lord and our God, to receive 

glory and honor and power; for You created all things, and because of Your will they existed, and were 

created.” (Rev. 4:4; 7-11) 

 

Key of Understanding: Link Revelation 1:4 with Revelation 4:8 

The first revelation of God shown to John in chapter one is “the God who is, was, and is to come” (Rev. 1:4) 
is the first aspect of God that is worshiped in the Holy of Holies by the four living creatures and twenty- 
four elders “the God who is, was, and is to come” (Rev. 4:8) in Revelation chapter four. John experiences 
the four living creatures saying “Holy, Holy, Holy is the Lord God Almighty, who is, who was, and is to come” 
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day and night. Just try saying this for 30 minutes. It will begin to sink in that the Father wants to come to 
the earth. The Father is revealing to John the importance of knowing the Father is coming to the earth. He 
announces it and heaven worships according to this revelation. 

 
 
 

 

o Ministry to God and colors in the Holy of Holies.  
John sees colors coming from the throne - jasper, sardius, emerald.  
These colors are mentioned as some of the colors on the breastplate made for the high priest (Ex. 
28:15-28). It is on these colored stones that the names of the children of God are written. The high 
priest would carry these names on his breastplate before the Lord. This speaks of the Father carrying 
the names of His people on His heart.  

 
3 And He who was sitting was like a jasper stone and a sardius in appearance; and there was a 
rainbow around the throne, like an emerald in appearance. (Rev. 4:3) 

 
 

“To him who overcomes, to him I will give some of the hidden manna, and I will give him a white 
stone, and a new name written on the stone which no one knows but he who receives it.” (Rev. 2:17) 

 
 

o Ministry to God and clothing in the Holy of Holies. 
Priests where given a crown upon their head with written on it, “Holy to the Lord” as a sign of their 
consecration before the Lord to stand in prayer for others (Ex. 29:6; 39:30). Zechariah was commanded 
to place a royal crown upon Joshua the high priest as a sign of the Branch (Jesus) in Zechariah chapter 
6. Priests would also wear white linen as a sign of purity and no sweating before God.  
 
Around the throne were twenty-four thrones; and upon the thrones I saw twenty-four elders sitting, 

clothed in white garments, and golden crowns on their heads. (Rev. 4:4) 
 

4 But you have a few people in Sardis who have not soiled their garments; and they will walk with 

Me in white, for they are worthy. ‘He who overcomes will thus be clothed in white garments; and I 

will not erase his name from the book of life, and I will confess his name before My Father and before 

His angels. (Rev. 3:4-5) 

 
18 I advise you to buy from Me…white garments so that you may clothe yourself, and that the shame 

of your nakedness will not be revealed… (Rev. 3:18) 
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7 “Let us rejoice and be glad and give the glory to Him, for the marriage of the Lamb has come and 

His bride has made herself ready.” 8 It was given to her to clothe herself in fine linen, bright and 

clean; for the fine linen is the righteous acts of the saints. (Rev. 19:7-8) 

 
 
 
 
 

o Ministry to God through unceasing prayer and worship in the Holy of Holies. 

 The throne room is a continual prayer meeting that involves continual worship. Prayer is fueling 
worship and worship is fueling prayer. Both prayer and worship are responsive. Worship and prayer 
around the throne are in response to who God is and what He is doing. John is shown that the activity 
in heaven and on earth have a dynamic effect on one another.  
 

9 And when the living creatures give glory and honor and thanks to Him who sits on the throne, to Him 

who lives forever and ever, 10 the twenty-four elders will fall down before Him who sits on the throne, 

and will worship Him who lives forever and ever, and will cast their crowns before the throne, saying, 
11 “Worthy are You, our Lord and our God, to receive glory and honor and power; for You created all 

things, and because of Your will they existed, and were created. (Rev. 4:9-11) 

 
8 When He had taken the book, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down before 

the Lamb, each one holding a harp and golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of the 

saints.9 And they sang a new song, saying, “Worthy are You to take the book and to break its seals; for 

You were slain, and purchased for God with Your blood men from every tribe and tongue and people 

and nation. 10 “You have made them to be a kingdom and priests to our God; and they will reign upon 

the earth.” (Rev. 5:8-10) 

 
11 Then I looked, and I heard the voice of many angels around the throne, the living creatures, and the 

elders; and the number of them was ten thousand times ten thousand, and thousands of thousands, 
12 saying with a loud voice: “Worthy is the Lamb who was slain to receive power and riches and 

wisdom, and strength and honor and glory and blessing!” 13 And every creature which is in heaven 

and on the earth and under the earth and such as are in the sea, and all that are in them, I heard 

saying: “Blessing and honor and glory and power be to Him who sits on the throne, And to the Lamb, 

forever and ever!”(Rev. 5:11-13) 

 
 

3. The Holy of Holies is the place of atonement for sin. (Lev. 16; Rev. 5:6) 
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Once a year the high priest would go into the Holy of Holies and make atonement by blood on the altar of 
the mercy seat on top of the ark (Lev. 16). When reading Revelation chapters 4 and 5 we come into the 
revelation that our Father is a priest who has brought His Son as the atonement for the sin of the world. 
The blood of the Lamb is on the mercy seat in heaven (Rev. 5:6).  
 
“ 6 And I saw between the throne (with the four living creatures) and the elders a Lamb standing, as if 
slain, having seven horns and seven eyes, which are the seven Spirits of God, sent out into all the earth.” 
(Rev. 5:6) 
 
 

o The slain Lamb with seven horns. 

Revelation 5:6 describes Jesus as a slain Lamb with seven horns. This speaks of the “maturity” of Jesus. 
A fully mature lamb is a ram with seven horns on its antlers. Jesus being slain speaks of His “humility”. 
So the sacrifice that the Father has brought for the world is fully mature in the seven spirits of God and 
in humility.  

 
 

o Our Father in heaven is a priest who has offered His promised Son.  
Genesis 22 and Revelation 5 
 
In Genesis 22, Abraham, the father of the nations, brings his promised son Isaac to be slain on the altar 
in obedience to God. This is a prophetic picture of our heavenly Father telling us that He is a priest and 
will offer His promised Son as a sacrifice for the nations. In Revelation 5:6 Jesus is shown as a slain 
sacrifice with seven horns (a ram). This is the sacrifice that was provided for Abraham right before he 
took his son’s Isaac’s life.  
 
6 So Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering and laid it on Isaac his son; and he took the fire in his 

hand, and a knife, and the two of them went together. 7 But Isaac spoke to Abraham his father and said, 

“My father!” And he said, “Here I am, my son.” Then he said, “Look, the fire and the wood, but where 

is the lamb for a burnt offering?” 8 And Abraham said, “My son, God will provide for Himself the lamb 

for a burnt offering.” So the two of them went together. 9 Then they came to the place of which God had 

told him. And Abraham built an altar there and placed the wood in order; and he bound Isaac his son 

and laid him on the altar, upon the wood. 10 And Abraham stretched out his hand and took the knife to 

slay his son. 11 But the Angel of the LORD called to him from heaven and said, “Abraham, Abraham!” So 

he said, “Here I am.” 12 And He said, “Do not lay your hand on the lad, or do anything to him; for now 

I know that you fear God, since you have not withheld your son, your only son, from Me.” 13 Then 

Abraham lifted his eyes and looked, and there behind him was a ram caught in a thicket by its horns. 

So Abraham went and took the ram, and offered it up for a burnt offering instead of his son. 14 And 

Abraham called the name of the place, The-LORD-Will-Provide; as it is said to this day, “In the Mount 

of the LORD it shall be provided.” (Gen. 22:6-14) 
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 “ 6 And I saw between the throne (with the four living creatures) and the elders a Lamb standing, as if 

slain, having seven horns and seven eyes, which are the seven Spirits of God, sent out into all the 

earth.” (Rev. 5:6) 

 
 

 

4. The Holy of Holies was a place to receive revelation, instruction, and understanding 
of God’s judgments. Exodus 25; 28 and Revelation 5 
 
 God spoke to Moses instructing him that He would speak to the His people in the Holy of Holies above the 
ark and over the mercy seat. It was in this place that the high priest would receive instructions, revelations, 
and God’s judgments.   
 
 
21 You shall put the mercy seat on top of the ark, and in the ark you shall put the Testimony that I will 

give you. 22 “There I will meet with you; and from above the mercy seat, from between the two cherubim 

which are upon the ark of the testimony, I will speak to you about all that I will give you in commandment 

for the sons of Israel. (Ex. 25:21-22) 

 
29 “So Aaron shall bear the names of the sons of Israel on the breastplate of judgment over his heart, when 

he goes into the holy place, as a memorial before the LORD continually. 30 And you shall put in the 

breastplate of judgment the Urim and the Thummim, and they shall be over Aaron’s heart when he goes in 

before the LORD. So Aaron [the high priest] shall bear the judgment of the children of Israel over his 

heart before the LORD continually. (Ex. 28:29-30) 

 
 

o The place of revelation and instruction.  
John is shown the prophetic spirit breaking out of the throne (Rev. 4:5).  
 
Just as Moses was given instruction that God’s voice would be herd above the mercy seat John is 
shown that there are voices (messages) sounding forth from the throne room in heaven. The seven 
spirits of God (Is. 11:2) are burning before the throne. These seven spirits of God have much to share 
and impart to God’s people.  

 
“ 5OUT FROM THE THRONE come flashes of lightning and voices [messages] and peals of 

thunder. And there were seven lamps of fire burning before the throne, which are the seven Spirits of 

God.” (Rev. 4:5) 
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o The place of understanding God’s judgments. 
In the Holy of Holies John is shown the Father holding a scroll in His right hand (Rev. 5:1).  

 
Just as the high priest was to be shown the judgments of God in the Holy of Holies (Ex. 28:29-30) John 
is shown the Father holding a scroll in His right hand. This scroll contains seven seals, seven trumpets, 
and seven bowl judgments that will be released at the end of the age.  
 

“And I saw in the right hand of Him who sat on the throne a scroll [book] written inside and on the 

back, sealed with seven seals.” (Rev. 5:1) 

 

 

The slain Lamb is found worthy to execute God’s end time judgments. 

John is struck by the holiness of this scroll and is deeply moved by the revelation of the One who is 
worthy to execute these end time judgments. The slain Lamb is shown as the One who has prevailed 
to open and release God’s judgments.  
 

6 And I looked, and behold, in the midst of the throne and of the four living creatures, and in the midst 

of the elders, stood a Lamb as though it had been slain, having seven horns and seven eyes, which 

are the seven Spirits of God sent out into all the earth. 7 Then He came and took the scroll out of the 

right hand of Him who sat on the throne. (Rev. 5:6-7) 

 
8 When He had taken the book, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down before 

the Lamb, each one holding a harp and golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of the 

saints.9 And they sang a new song, saying, “Worthy are You to take the book and to break its seals 

[release God’s end time judgments]; for You were slain, and purchased for God with Your blood men 

from every tribe and tongue and people and nation. 10 “You have made them to be a kingdom and 

priests to our God; and they will reign upon the earth.” (Rev. 5:8-10) 

 

- Slain Lamb: Only the humblest (meek) man can execute God’s end time judgments. 

- Slain Lamb: Jesus the intercessor is the one releasing the Father’s end time judgments.  

- Slain Lamb with 7 horns and 7 eyes: Through His perfection in the seven spirits of God 

Jesus is able to release God’s end time judgments.  


