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I. THE BLESSING OF STUDYING PAST REVIVALS 

A. Scripture exhorts us to remember and even meditate on what God has 
done in the past. Remembering what God did in the past  helps us to obey 
and set our hope in Him for more. “  I will utter dark sayings of old, 3 
which our fathers told us…4 telling to the generation to come...His 
wonderful works. 5 that they should make them known to their children; 6 
that the generation to come…may declare them to their children, 7 that 
they may set their hope in God, and not forget the works of God, but 
keep His commandments. (Ps. 78:2-7) 

B. I always encourage people to read about past revivals because I believe 
we receive an impartation of the spirit of revival and something happens in 
our hearts in the area of radical faith to see God do it again in our time. It's 
been my personal experience that when I started studying past 
revivals in 2006 personal revival happened in my own heart 

C. Studying revivals causes us to have fresh faith in prayer as we begin to 
cry out like Isaiah did, “awake as in the ancient days, in the generations of 
old”. (Isaiah 51:9-10)  

II. THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN REVIVAL AND AWAKENING 

A. “Revival", in the Bible, means any remarkable improvement in 

devotion to God by God’s people. It's a turning back to God in 

wholehearted devotion. 

B. The word Revive, Revival is mentioned over fifteen times in the 

bible. 

C. There is a distinct difference between an awakening and revival. 

A revival typically affects the people of God and an awakening 

affects the non believing. I believe true revivals will always be a 

catalyst for awakening. When the people of God get revived, 

non believers get saved. 

D. I believe revival is those times of divine visitation when God the 
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Holy Spirit quickens and stirs the slumbering church of God. 

Believers are set ablaze for Christ and non believers are 

convicted by the Spirit leading to repentance and faith in God 

III. GREAT QUOTES ABOUT HISTORICAL REVIVAL 

A. “we moved out of the common and the natural into the sphere of 

the supernatural, and that is revival” (Duncan Campbell  

describing the break in of God over the Hebride Islands revival in 

1949) 

B. In revival, God is not concerned about filling empty churches, He is 
concerned about filling empty hearts. (Leonard Ravenhill) 

C. Before revival ignites a nation's it first ignites a leader. (Malcolm McDow) 

D. Any true revival can be proven by the fact that it changed the moral 
climate of an area or nation. 

E. "All revival begins, and continues, in the prayer meeting. Some have also 
called prayer the "great fruit of revival." In times of revival, thousands may 
be found on their knees for hours, lifting up their heartfelt cries, with 
thanksgiving, to heaven."- Henry Blackaby 

F. "A true revival means nothing less than a revolution, casting out the spirit 
of worldliness and selfishness, and making God and His love triumph in 
the heart and life."- Andrew Murray 

IV. THE CONFRONTATION OF REVIVAL 

A. Revival can be extremely controversial and confrontational. When God 
takes over the church again and invades geographical regions it comes 
with great controversy. Revival is a violent confrontation with the status 
quo and business as usual spirit that settles into His church. 

 
B.  Every historical revival including the ones seen in the bible came with 

companies of God’s people who resisted it and opposed it. 

C. We see this truth in Acts 5. With an increase of God’s Spirit in Revival 
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there’s also a greater accountability and standard of holiness in His 
presence. (The death of Ananias and Sapphira) 

V. GOD’S PURPOSE IN REVIVALS 

A. To revive His people to a fresh commitment to obedience to the word of 
God.  

B. To revive His people to the first commandment love. Revival comes when 
the church begins to love other things more than God.  

C. To revive the purposes of the church which include fulfilling the great 
commission in all the nations of the earth and returning to be a prophetic 
witness on the earth.  

 
VI. RECENT  HISTORY OF GOD AWAKENING HIS ARM IN REVIVAL POWER 

A. 125 year  24/7 prayer meeting in Herrnhut, Germany 
1. A prayer meeting on August 1727 at 11:00 am lasted over 125 

years and God began to sweep through Germany and parts of the 
world with revival 

2. John Wesley and George Whitfield were profoundly touched in that 
prayer revival. One of the greatest missionary movement was 
launched from that 24/7 prayer meeting called the moravian call 
that swept the entire world.(over 3000 missionaries were sent to the 
nations and even some were sold into slavery to get the gospel out. 

3. True revivals always spark evangelism to the lost and global 
missions 

4. I believe that America’s first and second great awakening 
happened   because there was day and night prayer on the earth. 
The first awakening happened during the 125 year prayer meeting 
in Herrnhut and the second great awakening I believe was a fruit 
from this prayer meeting 
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B. First Great Awakening in America 
1. God broke in December 1734 in Northampton in the eastern part of 

America. This revival focused more on people who were already 
saved and those who were not saved but still went to church 

2. This Revival was known for the powerful apostolic preaching of 
Jonathan Edwards and George Whitefield. Many people that were 
churched came under so much conviction of sin that they would fall 
to the ground and weep  loudly. A whole small town of 
Northampton came under the power of God. 

3.  Many people in this awakening were visited with  tremendous 
visions and dreams and would faint and collapse under the 
presence of God. Jonathan Edwards, the main leader of this revival 
wrote in his journal, “ in the spring and summer of 1735 it seemed 
as though the entire town was full of the presence of God”. 

4. Jonathan Edwards preached a now famous sermon “Sinners in the 
Hands of an Angry God”. History tells us that Jonathan Edwards 
was in deep travail the night before this message. While he 
preached the message many were under so much conviction that 
they would dig their nails in the wooden pews under the fear of God 

 
C. Revival of Charles Finney in the New York area (1834) 

1. This revival was known for the powerful preaching of FInney. Many 
testified that his words were like piercing arrows that would strike 
their hearts and they would physically fall to the ground under 
conviction and the fear of God.  His preaching mainly consisted on 
the fear of the Lord and the reality of God 

2. Finney wrote in his journal that during the revival 50,000 
converts were coming to the Lord every week and within eight 
weeks a half a million converts came into the Kingdom. This 
was possible because of a manifest glory resting in that 
geographical region 

3. Charles Finney walked into a cotton factory after some who worked 
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their invited him and the conviction of sin came on the entire place 
where people fell to their knees in repentance as soon as Finney 
came ten feet of them. The non believing owner shut the factory 
down and in his words “it is better to attend to religion in this 
moment then to keep the factory running” 

4. History tells us that many of his converts remained radical for Christ 
even decades after their conversion because of being born again in 
such fire of conviction of sin 

5. Father Nash who was Finney’s personal intercessor carried the 
spirit of prayer during this revival that many believed was the 
catalyst for Finney's fruit. Soon as Father Nash died the Charles 
FInney revival ended and Finney went back to pastoring a church. 

D. The Welsh Revival of 1904 
1. A young man named Evan Roberts heard a man cry out at a 

meeting “bend the church and save the world”. Evan Roberts was 
gripped with that statement and went home and cried out that God 
would “bend him and save the world” and in the middle of the night 
his bed began to shake and was filled with the fire of God. 

2. This revival was one of the shortest revivals but one of the most 
impactful. The revival lasted less than a year but over 100,000 
people were saved in a small geographical location. The revival 
was well known for the music and worship and the supernatural, 
especially in the area of visions 

E. Azusa Street Revival (1906) 
1. Started in Topeka, Kansas with a handful of young bible students 

contending for the baptism of the spirit. The students fasted and 
prayed to experience the Acts 2 Pentecost experience and were 
wonderfully baptized in the Spirit and fire. 

2. Charles Parham was their Bible School professor and was out of 
town during the students time of prayer and fasting. Upon his arrival 
back to the school, he discovered a fire on the students ignited by 
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God 

3. The students than prayed and laid hands on Charles Parham and 
he to was baptized in the Holy Spirit and fire. 

4. Charles Parham shortly after his experience traveled to Houston, 
Texas where he began to preach the Acts 2 pentecost movement. 
During one specific teaching, William Seymour a one eyed black 
man that sat outside the room because of the segregation sat 
overhearing  Parham’s message, on the Baptism of the Spirit 
became extremely hungry for his own baptism of the spirit and fire. 

5. He moved to Los Angeles in 1906 where he began to preach on the 
Pentecost message and sought after his own pentecost., The Lord 
challenged William instead of praying 5 hours to begin praying ten 
hours a day and then the Spirit fell. 

6. This revival was known for supernatural miracles like the growing 
back of limbs, blind people getting their sites, and even people who 
never played the piano suddenly being able to. 

7. The Azusa Street Revival shook the downtown Los Angeles area 
becoming the great catalyst for the reformation of the doctrine of 
the baptism of the Spirit and the gifts of the Spirit back to the 
church. 

F. The Hebrides Revival of 1949 
1. Brought on by two incredible sisters named Patty and Christine 

Smith. Patty was blind and her sister Christine was crippled with 
arthritis.  

2. They developed a great heart concern for God to do something in 
the Parish and gave themselves to earnest prayer and waiting on 
God.They  held God to His promise of  Isaiah 44:3, “I will pour 
water on the thirsty and a flood on the dry ground” 

3. This revival produced a powerful shift in the spiritual atmosphere, 
especially among the young people who wanted nothing to do with 
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God  

4. This revival was known for shutting down the bars and movie 
houses and there was literally no crime during the revival period. 
The police officers were at the meetings most of the time because 
the jails were empty 

5. The Revival had a strong presence of the supernatural as well. 
George Otis Jr. told me a story once of his interview with Duncan 
Campbell's driver during the revival of God picking their car up and 
placing it in front of the meeting after they had been lost 

 
VII. TWO PRIMARY THINGS THAT PRECEDE REVIVAL AS SEE THROUGH THE 

PREACHING OF JOHN the BAPTIST. LUKE 3:7-15 

A. PEOPLE MUST HAVE A CAPACITY TO REPENT 
B. PEOPLE MUST HAVE AN EXPECTANCY FOR GOD TO MOVE 

 
VIII. SEVEN KEYS TO PREPARE AND LIVE IN A CULTURE OF REVIVAL 

1. Positioning your life around a spiritual culture with a capacity to 
repent 

2. Positioning your life around a spiritual culture who seeks to live in 
brokenness and humility before God and one another 

3. Positioning your life around a spiritual culture that will commit to 
obedience to God’s word at any cost 

4. Positioning your life around a spiritual culture of corporate 
prevailing prayer 

5. Positioning your life around a spiritual culture of spiritual hunger (a 
desperate people for more of God) 

6. Positioning your life around a spiritual  culture that lives in a state of 
expectancy 

7. Positioning your life around a spiritual  culture of brotherhood( 
doing it together) 
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IX. SOMETHING GREATER THAN REVIVAL 

A. In January 2010 after a 21 day time of seeking God in prayer and fasting I 
received a profound word from God. I heard Him whisper three words to 
me. Revelation, Revolution, Reformation.  

B. As I prayed into these three words asking God for more revelation of what 
He was saying to me, He told me that I was living in an hour where He 
would raise up Revolutionaries, with the spirit of revelation, that would 
bring Reformation to His church. 

C. There is something greater than revival. Its when revival never ends. Bob 
Gladstone says it this way, “When God visits that is revival, when 
God stays that's Revolution. 

D. I believe we are in hour that we will see the greatest revival in 
history, but also we will see the containers that will sustain it until 
the Lord returns. I believe these containers are extravagant expressions 
of unceasing day and night prayer and worship to God that continually 
tend to the fires of revival. 

X. THE THEOLOGY OF A RESTING PLACE (PSALM 132) 

A. King David walked with this vision of a continual resting place for 

God. A resting place of God is a geographic place where people 

who are in unity with God’s heart actually go to the full limit of 

commitment and sacrifice of what God wants to do in that 

geographic area. It breaks open a fountain of life and penetrates 

the current spiritual condition. 

B. A real resting place of God in which brings 

transformational cultural change is rare because the 

conditions are extremely intense 

C. The promise of a resting place of God in a geographical region is 

real and takes a person with a heart like David in Psalm 132 who 

have a divine determination and a divine resolve to plow years in 

secret until it manifests openly 
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XI. DAVID HAD REVELATION OF GOD’S DESIRE FOR NEARNESS 

A. I believe David received this revelation by reading and 

meditating on the five books of Moses that he had possession of. 

B. David was provoked when he saw God's desire to be with Adam 

in the garden in Genesis 2 

C. He was provoked when he read of how God came close to Moses 

and God's people by a cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night. 

D. Unless we have a revelation of fullness and not just 

increase we will live in our current condition individually 

and corporately and will not labor for it. 

XII. THE VOW FOR A RESTING PLACE IS COSTLY 

A. Getting a revelation is not enough. It's how you respond to the 

revelation and what the revelation does in you at the heart level. 

I believe God brings us revelation because He wants to move us 

to fullness. 

B. The revelation of a resting place began to consume David’s life 

and became His passion. He set his heart to live outside the 

comforts of life and legitimate pleasures of life until the 

revelation of a resting place in his area was a reality 

C. Psalm 132 :4-5 speaks of David's willingness to give up his 

comforts(time, resources, reputation, honor, position) so God 

can have a resting place  

D. Many in the church have a false understanding of the 

Sovereignty of God and him breaking in. Breakthrough 

doesn’t just happen. It happens when a spiritual family in 

a region make a Psalm 132 vow. 

E. The book of Acts did not just happen. It took the vows of 

fiery intercessors like Jesus, John the Baptist, Anna, 

Simeon, Zacharias, Elizabeth, the Essene Jews ect. 
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