
Burning Hearts Discipleship Courses – Rob Giesey 
“The overarching summary of the Great Tribulation” - Revelation 12, 13, 14 

 

 

For the day of the LORD is great and very terrible [the season, and the actual day, is both great and terrible]; Who can endure it? (Joel 
2:11) 

 

I. JESUS’ TEACHING ON THE GREAT TRIBULATION 

a. Revelation 12, 13, and 14 is the third parenthetical section of scripture found in the book of Revelation. It is 
an overarching summery of the great tribulation period that last 3 ½ years. To begin this session on 
Revelation 12, 13, and 14 I would like to lay foundations from the teaching of Jesus on when the great 
tribulation will start. This starting point will mark an unprecedented time of glory and persecution.  
 

b. Matthew 24:15, 21-22 
Jesus is the clearest teacher of all time. He has made things simple and easy to understand of what to look for 
and when things would happen concerning the timing of the end of the age events.  

 
15 “Therefore when you see the ‘abomination of desolation,’ spoken of by Daniel the prophet, standing in the holy place” 
(whoever reads, let him understand)… 21 For then there will be great tribulation, such as has not been since the beginning 
of the world until this time, no, nor ever shall be. 22 And unless those days were shortened, no flesh would be saved; but 
for the elect’s sake those days will be shortened [30 less days for the elect]. (Matt. 24:15, 21-22) 
 

§ Key: We are to watch for the abomination of desolation prophesied by Daniel. There must be a 
rebuilt temple in Jerusalem for this to happen. The destruction of the temple in Jerusalem in 70 A.D. 
was only a partial fulfilment of what is to come.  
 

§ The abomination od desolation marks the Antichrist’s:  Time of authority and the total amount of 
time of the actual desolation. 
 
- Time of authority = 1,260 days or 3 ½ years. (Rev. 11:2-3; 12:6; 14; 13:5; Dan. 7:25; 12:7) 

 
- Time of actual desolation = 1,290 days. This is 30 more days than his time of his authority (Dan. 

12:11). In this 30-day period Jesus will demonstrate a three-fold procession to break the power of 
the Antichrist system across the earth by releasing the seven bowl judgments.  

 
§ Revelation 11:15-19; 19:11-16: The seventh trumpet: 

At the seventh trumpet the church will be raptured. The rapture initiates a 30-day period that Daniel 
predicted (Dan. 12:11) to complete the abomination of desolation of the Antichrist.  
 

 
c. The abomination of desolation leading to Jacob’s trouble: 

When the Antichrist sits in a rebuilt temple in Jerusalem and declares himself as God there will be a time that 
the prophets foretold about Jacob’s trouble (Jer. 30:7; Is. 35:1-4; Zech. 14:2). It is in this time that Jerusalem 
will be taken, and the Jewish people and those defending them will be persecuted like never before.  Below 
are some scriptures that describe this time period predicted by the prophets.  
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§ 7 Alas! For that day is great, so that none is like it; and it is the time of Jacob’s trouble, but he shall be saved out 
of it. (Jer. 30:7) 
 

§ 10 Many shall be purified, made white, and refined [persecution and pressure], but the wicked shall do wickedly; 
and none of the wicked shall understand, but the wise shall understand. 11 “And from the time that the daily 
sacrifice is taken away, and the abomination of desolation is set up, there shall be one thousand two hundred 
and ninety days. (Dan. 12:10-11) 
 

 
§ " 2 For I will gather all the nations to battle against Jerusalem; the city shall be taken, the houses rifled, and the 

women ravished. Half of the city shall go into captivity, but the remnant of the people shall not be cut off from 
the city.” (Zech. 14:2) 
 

 
§ “ 1The wilderness and the wasteland shall be glad for them [Jews in flight due to persecution], and the desert 

shall rejoice and blossom as the rose; 2 It shall blossom abundantly and rejoice, even with joy and singing. The 
glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, the excellence of Carmel and Sharon. They shall see the glory of the LORD, 
the excellency of our God. 3 Strengthen the weak hands and make firm the feeble knees. 4 Say to those who are 
fearful-hearted, “Be strong, do not fear! Behold, your God will come with vengeance, with the recompense of 
God; He will come and save you [the forerunner message to the Jewish people being persecuted].” (Is. 35:1-4) 

 

§ 8 “Behold, the eyes of the Lord GOD are on the sinful kingdom [Antichrist kingdom], and I will destroy it from the 
face of the earth; Yet I will not utterly destroy the house of Jacob,” Says the LORD. 9 “For surely I will command, 
and will sift the house of Israel among all nations, as grain is sifted in a sieve [Jacob’s trouble]; Yet not the 
smallest grain shall fall to the ground. 10 All the sinners of My people shall die by the sword, who say, ‘The 
calamity shall not overtake nor confront us.’ (Amos 9:8-10) 

 
§ 14 I will bring back the captives of My people Israel; They shall build the waste cities and inhabit them; They shall 

plant vineyards and drink wine from them; They shall also make gardens and eat fruit from them. 15 I will plant 
them in their land, and no longer shall they be pulled up from the land I have given them,” Says the LORD your 
God. (Amos 9:14-15) 
 

§ 1“For behold, in those days and at that time, when I bring back the captives of Judah and Jerusalem [Jews 
rescued from prison camps], 2I will also gather all nations, and bring them down to the Valley of Jehoshaphat; 
And I will enter into judgment with them there on account of My people, My heritage Israel, whom they have 
scattered among the nations; They have also divided up My land. 3 They have cast lots for My people, have given 
a boy as payment for a harlot, and sold a girl for wine, that they may drink. (Joel 3:1-3) 

 
 

II. REVELATION 12, 13, AND 14 

a. Revelation 12, 13, and 14 is the third parenthetical section of the book of Revelation. This portion of scripture 
describes the activity of the dragon (Satan), the beast (Antichrist), the false prophet, the overcoming church, 
the activity of angelic messengers, the great harvest, and the great and final judgment. John is given an 
overarching summary of each of these dimensions that all occur in the final 3 ½ year great tribulation period.  
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III. REVELATION 12: THE SUMMARY OF JACOB’S TROUBLE 

a. Revelation 12:1-6: “The prophetic story of the Israel, the birth and promises of Jesus, and the final 3 ½ years of 
divine protection.  

 

1Now a great sign appeared in heaven: a woman [the nation of Israel] clothed with the sun, with the moon under her 
feet, and on her head a garland of twelve stars [twelve tribes].  

2 Then being with child, she cried out in labor and in pain to give birth [the birthing of Jesus].  

3 And another sign appeared in heaven: behold, a great, fiery red dragon [Satan] having seven heads and ten horns, 
and seven diadems on his heads. 4 His tail drew a third of the stars of heaven [fallen angels] and threw them to the 
earth [Satan and his fall with the fallen angels]…  

…And the dragon stood before the woman who was ready to give birth, to devour her Child as soon as it was born 
[attempted murder of Jesus as a baby].  

5 She [Israel] bore a male Child [Jesus] who was to rule all nations with a rod of iron [prophetic destiny of Jesus]…  

…And her Child was caught up to God and His throne [ascension of Jesus]. 

 6 Then the woman fled into the wilderness, where she has a place prepared by God, that they should feed her there 
one thousand two hundred and sixty days [divine protection by God during the last 3 ½ year great tribulation period].  

 
 

b. Revelation 12:7-12: “Satan cast to the earth and the overcoming church.” 

7 And war broke out in heaven [when angel’s fight it is due to God’s people in fasting with prayer]: Michael [the guardian 
angel of Israel] and his angels fought with the dragon [Satan]; and the dragon and his angels fought, 8 but they did not 
prevail, nor was a place found for them in heaven any longer. 9 So the great dragon was cast out, that serpent of old, called 
the Devil and Satan, who deceives the whole world; he was cast to the earth, and his angels were cast out with him. 

 10 Then I heard a loud voice saying in heaven, “Now salvation, and strength, and the kingdom of our God, and the power 
of His Christ have come, for the accuser of our brethren, who accused them before our God day and night, has been cast 
down.  

11 And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb [the covering] and by the word of their testimony [the word], and they 
did not love their lives to the death [their covenant]. 12 Therefore rejoice, O heavens, and you who dwell in them!  

12…Woe to the inhabitants of the earth and the sea! for the devil has come down to you, having great wrath, because he 
knows that he has a short time [3 ½ years or 42 months].” 

 
 

c. Rev. 12:13-17: “Satan’s persecution of Israel and the church and God’s protection.” 
13 Now when the dragon saw that he had been cast to the earth, he persecuted the woman who gave birth to the male 
Child. 14 But the woman was given two wings of a great eagle, that she might fly into the wilderness to her place, where 
she is nourished for a time and times and half a time [3 ½ years], from the presence of the serpent. 
 
 15 So the serpent spewed water out of his mouth like a flood after the woman, that he might cause her to be carried away 
by the flood [global antisemitism]. 
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 16 But the earth helped the woman, and the earth opened its mouth and swallowed up the flood which the dragon had 
spewed out of his mouth [favor shown from the nations toward Israel].  
 
17 And the dragon was enraged with the woman, and he went to make war with the rest of her offspring, who keep the 
commandments of God and have the testimony of Jesus Christ [persecution of Christians]. 

 
 

IV. REVELATION 13: SUMMARY OF THE ANTICHRIST, FALSE PROPHET, AND DEMONIC 
WORSHIP MOVEMENT 
 

a. Revelation 13 is a compare and contrast of Revelation 14.  
Chapter 13 gives a general overview of the rise and worship of the Antichrist. There is great Satanic influence 
upon the rise and worship of the Antichrist. While Revelation 14 gives a general overview of the courage of 
the church and ministry of angels.  
 

b. Revelation 13:1-10 describes the Antichrist, Satanic worship that fuels Antichrist worship, and the persecution 
of believers.  
 

§ Revelation 13:1-2: The rise of the Antichrist. 

1Then I stood on the sand of the sea. And I saw a beast rising up out of the sea, having seven heads and ten 
horns, and on his horns ten crowns, and on his heads a blasphemous name. 2 Now the beast [Antichrist] which I 
saw was like a leopard, his feet were like the feet of a bear, and his mouth like the mouth of a lion. (Rev. 13:1-2) 

 
 

§ Revelation 13:2-4: Satan gives power to the Antichrist during a worldwide satanic worship movement rises.  
 
2The dragon gave him his power, his throne, and great authority. 3 And I saw one of his heads as if it had been 
mortally wounded, and his deadly wound was healed. And all the world marveled and followed the beast. 4 SO 
THEY WORSHIPED THE DRAGON [Satanic worship movement] who gave authority to the beast; AND THEY 
WORSHIPED THE BEAST, saying, “Who is like the beast? Who is able to make war with him?” 

 
 

§ Revelation 13:5-8: The Antichrist’s speech will be both eloquent and filthy. God will grant the Antichrist 
authority for the final 3 ½ year great tribulation. The Antichrist will use this authority to persecute the church 
and to draw worship from the nations.  
 
5 And he [Antichrist] WAS GIVEN A MOUTH speaking great things and blasphemies, and HE WAS GIVEN 
AUTHORITY to continue for forty-two months [3 ½ years]. 6 Then he opened his mouth in blasphemy against God, 
to blaspheme His name, His tabernacle, and those who dwell in heaven. 
 
 7 It was granted to him to make war with the saints and to overcome them [great end time persecution]. And 
authority was given him over every tribe, tongue, and nation. 8 All who dwell on the earth will worship him, 
whose names have not been written in the Book of Life  [those who are not born again will worship the 

Antichrist] of the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world… 9Here is the patience and the faith of the saints 

[it will take both perseverance and faith to live during this time]. 
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c. Revelation 13:11-18 describes the false prophet who will partner with the Antichrist to fuel global worship 

through the worship of an image (idol) of the Antichrist. The false prophet will also fuel a global economic 
system built around allegiance to the Antichrist.  
 

§ Revelation 13:11-14: The counterfeit prophetic movement to the two witnesses of Revelation 11. The 
earth will be deceived by the signs, wonders, and power this false prophet performs.  

 

11 Then I saw another beast coming up out of the earth [false prophet], and he had two horns like a lamb 
[appearance of being harmless] and spoke like a dragon [demonic speech]. 12 And he exercises all the authority 
of the first beast in his presence, and causes the earth and those who dwell in it to worship the first beast, whose 
deadly wound was healed. 13 He performs great signs, so that he even makes fire come down from heaven on 
the earth in the sight of men [their will be a counterfeit prophetic movement like in the days of Moses and 
Elijah]. 14 And he deceives those who dwell on the earth—by those signs which he was granted to do in the sight 
of the beast… 

 
 

§ Revelation 13:15-18: The signs, wonders, and power of the false prophet will fuel the nations to listen 
to the false prophet. This will lead to the false prophet setting up an idol worship system that will 
have supernatural (witchcraft) elements to it. The idol worship will lead the way to a forced economic 
system.  
 
…telling those who dwell on the earth to make an image to the beast who was wounded by the sword and lived. 
15 He was granted power to give breath to the image of the beast [witchcraft], that the image of the beast 
should both speak and cause as many as would not worship the image of the beast to be killed. 16 He causes all, 
both small and great, rich and poor, free and slave, to receive a mark on their right hand or on their foreheads, 
17 and that no one may buy or sell except one who has the mark or the name of the beast, or the number of his 
name. 

 
 

  Key of Understanding: 
Link the influence of Satan upon the Antichrist and false prophet with the sinful response of the nations 
mentioned in Revelation 9:20-21. Demonic worship will be prevalent that will fuel idol worship (things 
made). Idolatry will fuel a lack of repentance of (1) murder, (2) witchcraft, (3) sexual immorality, and (4) 
theft.  
 
20 But the rest of mankind, who were not killed by these plagues, did not repent of the works of their hands, that they 
should not worship demons, and idols of gold, silver, brass, stone, and wood, which can neither see nor hear nor 
walk. 21 And they did not repent of their murders or their sorceries or their sexual immorality or their thefts. (Rev. 
9:20-21) 
 
 

 

V. REVELATION 14: SUMMARY OF THE BOLD CHURCH, ANGELIC HELP, THE GREAT HARVEST, 
AND GOD’S JUDGMENT 
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a. In Revelation 14 John is shown a summary of the contrasting light in the midst of the darkness found in 
Revelation 13. God’s people are committed, consecrated, and are prophetic. Three angels are released with 
three messages for the earth. John is then shown a massive harvest of salvation for the lost and a mighty 
move of God’s judgments.  
 

b. Revelation 14:1-5: John is shown “the first fruits” of millions of consecrated faithful disciples on the earth. 
They are seen at the end of the age in Jerusalem (the city called Sodom and Egypt). Revelation 7:1-8 gives us 
insight that these believers have the divine protection of God upon them. They are a light in the midst of 
great darkness. They carry a prophetic spirit through song. This is the same spirit that rested upon king David. 
God will raise up a messianic witness that is bold and strong at the end of the age. 

 
Then I looked, and behold, a Lamb [Jesus the intercessor] standing on Mount Zion [promises of Jerusalem and Israel], and 
with Him one hundred and forty-four thousand, having His Father’s name written on their foreheads [priestly people who 
are faithful to God].  
 
2 And I heard a voice from heaven, like the voice of many waters, and like the voice of loud thunder. And I heard the sound 
of harpists playing their harps. 3 They sang as it were a new song before the throne, before the four living creatures, and 
the elders; and no one could learn that song except the hundred and forty-four thousand who were redeemed from the 
earth [these carry a Davidic anointing to hear the songs of heaven]. 
 
 4 These are the ones who were not defiled with women, for they are virgins. These are the ones who follow the Lamb 
wherever He goes [these are consecrated, pure, and committed disciples]…  
 
4…These were redeemed from among men, being firstfruits [the first of many like them] to God and to the Lamb. 5 And in 
their mouth was found no deceit [compared to the Antichrist and false prophet their mouths are pure], for they are 
without fault before the throne of God. 
 
 

c. Revelation 14:6-11: Three angels sharing three messages for the earth. 
 

§ Angel #1: “The proclamation of the everlasting gospel.”  
The gospel of this angel has three dimensions, (1) The fear of the Lord, (2) The giving of our glory (life) 
to Him, (3)The allegiance of our worship. 

 
6 Then I saw another angel flying in the midst of heaven, having the everlasting gospel to preach to those who 
dwell on the earth—to every nation, tribe, tongue, and people—7 saying with a loud voice, “Fear God [fear God 
more than being intimidated by the Antichrist and false prophet] and give glory to Him [give your life to Him], for 
the hour of His judgment has come [eschatological message]; and worship Him [allegiance of lifestyle to God] 
who made heaven and earth, the sea and springs of water.”  

 
 

§ Angel #2: “The announcement of the fall of the Harlot Babylon.”  
The rebuilt Babylon that is flooding the nations with the harlot religious system has been judged 
because of her great influence of her fornication in the nations.  

 
8 And another angel followed, saying, “Babylon is fallen, is fallen, that great city [a rebuilt Babylon has fallen], 
because she has made all nations drink of the wine of the wrath of her fornication.” 
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§ Angel #3: “A warning of the consequences for taking the mark and worshiping the Antichrist.” 
The third angel comes forth with a “loud voice” to warn those who are being tempted to take the mark of the 
Antichrist. This angel gives insight into the consequences associated with taking the mark. Those who take the 
mark will be tormented in the lake of fire fore eternity.  
 
9 Then a third angel followed them, saying with a loud voice, “If anyone worships the beast and his image, and 
receives his mark on his forehead or on his hand, 10 he himself shall also drink of the wine of the wrath of God 
[consequence], which is poured out full strength into the cup of His indignation. He shall be tormented with fire 
and brimstone in the presence of the holy angels and in the presence of the Lamb. 11 And the smoke of their 
torment ascends forever and ever; and they have no rest day or night, who worship the beast and his image, and 
whoever receives the mark of his name.” 
 
 
 
 
 

d. Revelation 14:12-13: “Encouragement to persevere through the pressures of the great tribulation.” 

These two verses are a reminder for disciples of Jesus to endure the pressures of society and persecution. There is a 
blessing if one dies for the sake of Jesus knowing there is great reward for their work for His name.  
12 Here is the patience of the saints; here are those who keep the commandments of God and the faith of Jesus. 13 Then I 
heard a voice from heaven saying to me, “Write: ‘Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from now on.’ ” “Yes,” says the 
Spirit, “that they may rest from their labors, and their works follow them.” 
 
 
 

e. Revelation 14:14-16: “Summary of the great end time harvest of souls.” 

Due to the witness of the church not loving her life until death (Rev. 6:9-11; 11:7; 12:11), angelic messaging (Rev. 14:6-
11), global shaking (Rev. 6; 8; 9; 16), and the manifestation of darkness in great measures (Rev. 12; 13) there will be a 
massive harvest of salvation (Rev. 14:14-16). Jesus is commissioned to “thrust in the sickle to reap salvation from the 
earth” during the great tribulation. 
 
14 Then I looked, and behold, a white cloud, and on the cloud sat One like the Son of Man [Jesus], having on His head a 
golden crown, and in His hand a sharp sickle. 15 And another angel came out of the temple [announcement coming from 
the house of prayer in heaven], crying with a loud voice to Him who sat on the cloud, “Thrust in Your sickle and reap, for 
the time has come for You to reap, for the harvest of the earth is ripe.” 16 So He who sat on the cloud thrust in His sickle 
on the earth, and the earth was reaped. 
 
 

f. Revelation 14:17-20: “Summary of the end time judgment.” 
Due to the influence of the Harlot Babylon, false prophet, and the Antichrist many in the nations will not repent from 
their sin. Many will take the mark to follow and worship the Antichrist. Sin will manifest in it’s fulness. Jesus will allow sin 
to manifest at it max in order to sweep it away with judgment. There will be a global cleansing at the return of Jesus (Ps. 
2; 110; Is. 63; Joel 3; Rev. 19) in order to establish righteousness in the entire earth (Is. 2; Rev. 20; 21; 22).  

17 Then another angel came out of the temple which is in heaven, he also having a sharp sickle. 18 And another angel came 
out from the altar [announcement coming from the altar in heavens house of prayer], who had power over fire, and he 
cried with a loud cry to him who had the sharp sickle, saying, “Thrust in your sharp sickle and gather the clusters of the vine 
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of the earth, for her grapes are fully ripe.” 19 So the angel thrust his sickle into the earth and gathered the vine of the earth, 
and threw it into the great winepress of the wrath of God. 20 And the winepress was trampled outside the city, and blood 
came out of the winepress, up to the horses’ bridles, for one thousand six hundred furlongs. 
 


