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I. WHO WILL STAND? 

A. JOEL’S PREDICTION 
The prophet Joel describes the end of the age at the “Day of Lord”. This includes both the time period of the 
great shaking and the literal Day that the Lord returns. Joel askes a major question that must confront us all. It is 
this question that our generation must seriously consider in the days ahead. 
 
9For the day of the LORD is great and very terrible; Who can endure it? (Joel 2:9) 

1Blow the trumpet in Zion and sound an alarm in My holy mountain! Let all the inhabitants of the land tremble; For the day of 
the LORD is coming, for it is at hand: 2 A day of darkness and gloominess, a day of clouds and thick darkness, like the morning 
clouds spread over the mountains. (Joel 2:1-2) 

 
B. JESUS’ PREDICTIONS 

We know that dramatic events and great tragedy have happened on the earth for 2,000 years but Jesus 
predicted that when the end time shaking comes it will have an effect on the entire world. This has not 
happened yet.  
 

22 And unless those days were shortened, no flesh [global effect on everyone] would be saved…(Matt. 24:22) 
 
o “Like child birth” – Jesus likened the end of the age like child birth. The process of giving birth initiates with 

“contractions” that come and go. Jesus likened “false leaders, war, ethnic division, famines, pestilences, and 
earthquakes” as signs of a coming pang of birth. This pang is the “great tribulation period”.  The mother 
experiences every stage of pang of the contractions and delivery but is full of joy once the newborn is in her 
arms. Jesus warns us that this will be the process His people must be prepared for.   
 
4 And Jesus answered and said to them, “See to it that no one misleads you. 5 “For many will come in My name, saying, ‘I 
am the Christ,’ and will mislead many. 6 “You will be hearing of wars and rumors of wars. See that you are not 
frightened, for those things must take place, but that is not yet the end. 7 “For nation will rise against nation, and 
kingdom against kingdom, and in various places there will be famines and earthquakes. 8  “But all these things are 
merely the beginning of birth pangs. (Matt. 24:4-8) 

 
o “Like the days of Noah” – Jesus likened the end time judgements to be like the days of Noah. The evil of man 

was so intense that God had to bring judgment to “match” the level of darkness. There will be great darkness 
(Babylon and Antichrist) and great light (Noah’s) on the earth at the same time during the judgments that are 
to come.  

 
37 But as the days of Noah were, so also will the coming of the Son of Man be. 38 For as in the days before the flood, 
they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day that Noah entered the ark, 39 and did 
not know until the flood came and took them all away [those judged are taken those who are righteous remain], so 
also will the coming of the Son of Man be. (Matt. 24:37-39) 
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C. PAUL’S PREDICTION  
Every believer must be awake and engaging with God’s end time plan or they could easily be taken off guard and 
take part in what Paul predicted – “the great falling away” (2 Thess. 2:3-4). The falling away will happen because 
the events that are soon coming will shake every person to the core. The knowledge of God and His plan will be 
tested in the hearts of His people and the nations.  
 
3 Let no one deceive you by any means; for that Day [second coming] will not come unless the falling away comes first, and 
the man of sin is revealed, the son of perdition, 4 who opposes and exalts himself above all that is called God or that is 
worshiped, so that he sits as God in the temple of God, showing himself that he is God. 5 Do you not remember that when I 
was still with you I told you these things [apostolic instruction includes preparation for the second coming]? (2 Thess. 2:3-5) 

 
 

II. MAKING SENCE OF GOD’S JUDGMENTS 

A. THE DIRECTION OF GOD’S END TIME JUDGMENTS (for the Harlot and Antichrist) 
o The bible predicts a harlot Babylon religion that will influence the entire world. This false religious system will 

kill those who do not tolerate her and call her to repentance.  
 
“ 1Come, I will show you the judgment of the great harlot who sits on many waters, 2 with whom the kings of the earth 
committed fornication, and the inhabitants of the earth were made drunk with the wine of her fornication.” 3 So he 
carried me away in the Spirit into the wilderness. And I saw a woman sitting on a scarlet beast which was full of names 
of blasphemy, having seven heads and ten horns. 4 The woman was arrayed in purple and scarlet, and adorned with gold 
and precious stones and pearls, having in her hand a golden cup full of abominations and the filthiness of her 
fornication. 5 And on her forehead a name was written: MYSTERY, BABYLON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND 
OF THE ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH 6 I saw the woman, drunk with the blood of the saints and with the blood of the 
martyrs of Jesus. And when I saw her, I marveled with great amazement. (Rev. 17:1-6) 

 

o God’s sends warnings for His people to come out of compromise with her. Her judgments will come as a 
payment for her seduction of the nations to sin with her. 

 

4 And I heard another voice from heaven saying, “Come out of her, my people, lest you share in her sins, and lest you 
receive of her plagues. 5 For her sins have reached to heaven, and God has remembered her iniquities. 6 Render to her 
just as she rendered to you, and repay her double according to her works; in the cup which she has mixed, mix double for 
her. 7 In the measure that she glorified herself and lived luxuriously, in the same measure give her torment and sorrow; 
for she says in her heart, ‘I sit as queen, and am no widow, and will not see sorrow.’ 8 Therefore her plagues will come in 
one day—death and mourning and famine. And she will be utterly burned with fire, for strong is the Lord God who 
judges her. (Rev. 8:4-8) 

 

o God will raise up the antichrist to judge the harlot.  
15 Then he said to me, “The waters which you saw, where the harlot sits, are peoples, multitudes, nations, and tongues. 
16 And the ten horns [unified antichrist confederation] which you saw on the beast, these will hate the harlot, make her 
desolate and naked, eat her flesh and burn her with fire. 17 For God has put it into their hearts to fulfill His purpose, to be 
of one mind, and to give their kingdom to the beast, until the words of God are fulfilled. (Rev. 17:15-17) 
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2 For true and righteous are His judgments, because He has judged the great harlot who corrupted the earth with her 
fornication; and He has avenged on her the blood of His servants shed by her.” 3 Again they said, “Alleluia! Her smoke 
rises up forever and ever! (Rev. 19:2-3) 

 
o After using the antichrist to judge the harlot Jesus will then come and judge the antichrist and the false 

prophet. 
 
19 And I saw the beast, the kings of the earth, and their armies, gathered together to make war against Him who sat on 
the horse and against His army. 20 Then the beast was captured, and with him the false prophet who worked signs in his 
presence, by which he deceived those who received the mark of the beast and those who worshiped his image. These 
two were cast alive into the lake of fire burning with brimstone. 21 And the rest were killed with the sword which 
proceeded from the mouth of Him who sat on the horse. And all the birds were filled with their flesh. (Rev. 19:19-21) 

 
 

III. THE SEAL JUDGMENTS  

6  1 Now I saw when the Lamb opened one of the seals… 3When He opened the second seal… 5 When He opened the third seal… 

7 When He opened the fourth seal… 9 When He opened the fifth seal… 12 I looked when He opened the sixth seal…8  1When He 
opened the seventh seal…(Rev. 6:1, 3, 5, 7, 12; 8:1) 
 

A. The seven seal judgments are in chronological order.  

o Revelation chapter 6: Seal 1-6 
o Revelation chapter 7: Parenthetical pause (angelic explanation of what is happening to the church). 
o Revelation chapter 8, 9, 11:15-19: Seal 7 containing the blowing of 7 trumpet judgments.  

 
 

B. Principle about God’s judgments: 
God uses the least severe means to reach the greatest number at the deepest level of love without violating 
anyone’s free will.  
 
6 “For thus says the LORD of hosts: ‘Once more (it is a little while) I will shake heaven and earth, the sea and dry land; 7 and I 
will shake all nations, and they shall come to the Desire of All Nations…(Hag. 2:6-7) 

 
 

C. The seal judgments are released by Jesus upon the Harlot Babylon and Antichrist systems. Each seal judgment is 
specific and they increase in intensity with each opening. 
 

D. Each seal judgment is affected by the previous judgment causing them to increase in intensity. This is the same 
pattern that YWH used in shaking Pharaoh and the Egyptian system.  
 

E. Each seal judgment is an alarm going off (Joel 2:1-2). These seven alarms (seals) lead into seven more alarms 
(trumpets). These alarms are the love of God coming forth to awaken the church and the lost the repentance.  

 
F. Each seal judgment is an opportunity for cleansing, refining, and the knowledge of God to increase in the earth.  

33 And those of the people who understand shall instruct many; yet for many days they shall fall by sword and flame, by 
captivity and plundering. 34 Now when they fall, they shall be aided with a little help; but many shall join with them by 
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intrigue. 35 And some of those of understanding shall fall, to refine them, purify them, and make them white, until the time of 
the end; because it is still for the appointed time. (Dan. 11:33-35) 

 
 

IV. SEAL 1 - THE POLITICAL AGRESSION OF THE ANTICHRIST 

A. Jesus opens the first seal and releases the antichrist to reign in a politically aggressive way. The antichrist is given 
authority for 3 ½ years to judge the harlot. This same 3 ½ years the church will be preaching to both the harlot 
and the antichrist  
 
“ 1Now I saw when the Lamb opened one of the seals; and I heard one of the four living creatures saying with a voice like 
thunder, “Come and see.” 2 And I looked, and behold, a white horse. He who sat on it had a bow; and a crown was given to 
him, and he went out conquering and to conquer.” (Rev. 6:1-2) 
 

o The antichrist is depicted to be on a white horse with a crown meaning he has the appearance of 
righteousness and has been given authority.  
 
15 “Therefore when you see the ‘abomination of desolation,’ spoken of by Daniel the prophet, standing in the holy place” 
(whoever reads, let him understand), 16 “then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains...21 For then there will be 
great tribulation, such as has not been since the beginning of the world until this time, no, nor ever shall be. 22 And unless 
those days were shortened, no flesh would be saved; but for the elect’s sake those days will be shortened. (Matt. 24:15-
22) 
 

o The antichrist is depicted as having a bow without an arrow which means ruling with a threat of war. A bow 
and arrow is used for war at a distance. This speaks of a threat of war from a distance.  
 
3 For when they say, “Peace and safety!” then sudden destruction comes upon them, as labor pains upon a pregnant 
woman. (1 Thess. 5:3) 

 
  

8 And then the lawless one [antichrist] will be revealed, whom the Lord will consume with the breath of His mouth and 
destroy with the brightness of His coming. 9 The coming of the lawless one is according to the working of Satan, with all 
power, signs, and lying wonders, 10 and with all unrighteous deception among those who perish, because they did not 
receive the love of the truth, that they might be saved. 11 And FOR THIS REASON God will send them strong delusion, that 
they should believe the lie, 12 that they all may be condemned who did not believe the truth but had pleasure in 
unrighteousness. (2 Thess. 2:8-12) 
 
 

B. THE FOUR TIMES A VOICE LIKE THUNDER IS HERD BY JOHN 
There are four times that a voice comes forth like thunder in the book of revelation. Each time this type of 
announcement goes forth is significant.  

 
1. (6:1) The revealing of the antichrist political aggression.  

2. (10:3) Mighty angel with the little book given to John – seven thunders. 
 

3. (14:2) - The announcement of the 144,000 Jewish messengers on Mount Zion with Jesus. 
 

4. (19:6) - The judgment of the harlot and the marriage of the Lamb to His bride. 
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V. SEAL 2 – WORLD WAR: Red horse and a great sword 

A. A great sword is given for war that is up close and personal. A sword is for hand to hand combat. Due to the 
aggression of the antichrist in the first seal global war will break out in the second seal. 
 
3 When He opened the second seal, I heard the second living creature saying, “Come and see.” 4 Another horse, fiery red, went 
out. And it was granted to the one who sat on it to take peace from the earth, and that people should kill one another; and 
there was given to him a great sword. (Rev. 6:3-4) 

 
VI. SEAL 3 – FAMINE AND ECONOMIC CRISIS: Black horse and scales in the hand of the rider. 

A. World war will have a dramatic effect on the nation’s food and economy. Cities and farmland will be touched by 
war resulting in a shortage of food and decline in economic systems. It is predicted that one day of work will 
provide enough for one day of food. Some places will not be affected.  

 
5 When He opened the third seal, I heard the third living creature say, “Come and see.” So I looked, and behold, a black horse, 
and he who sat on it had a pair of scales in his hand. 6 And I heard a voice in the midst of the four living creatures saying, “A 
quart of wheat for a denarius, and three quarts of barley for a denarius [days wages to buy food for a day]; and do not harm 
the oil and the wine [some places will not be affected].” (Rev. 6:5-6) 
 
 

VII. SEAL 4 – DEATH 

A. Due to war leading to famine and economic crisis many will die. It is predicted that 1/4th of the earth will die in 
this period. It is predicted that animals will roam and devour people. The harlot and the antichrist both also 
contribute to death on the earth by persecuting the saints.  
 

7 When He opened the fourth seal, I heard the voice of the fourth living creature saying, “Come and see.” 8 So I looked, and 
behold, a pale horse. And the name of him who sat on it was Death, and Hades followed with him. And power was given to 
them over a fourth of the earth, to kill with sword, with hunger, with death, and by the beasts of the earth. (Rev. 6:7-8) 
 

VIII. SEAL 5 – PRAYER FROM THE MARTYRS 

A. The brazen altar in heaven is the location of those who have been martyred for their testimony of Jesus. They 
have followed Jesus in the path of suffering until death and are seen as living sacrifices in heaven that are 
rewarded with white priestly garments.  
 

9 When He opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of those who had been slain for the word of God and for the 
testimony which they held. 10 And they cried with a loud voice, saying, “How long, O Lord, holy and true, until You judge and 
avenge our blood on those who dwell on the earth?” 11 Then a white robe was given to each of them; and it was said to them 
that they should rest a little while longer, until both the number of their fellow servants and their brethren, who would be killed 
as they were, was completed. (Rev. 6:9-11) 

 
o The Firstborn of Many Brothers: “The cross was a prophetic statement made by the Father about His Son’s.” 

" 29 For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to be conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be the firstborn 
among many brethren.” (Rom. 8:29) 
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It is important that we grapple with the reality of martyrdom and the glory of God. Jesus was the “first of 
many brethren” in so many ways including suffering unto death in order to be raised in power. Jesus suffered 
as a prophetic witness because the saints will suffer as a prophetic witness (Dan. 7:21-22; 11:33-35). It is 
through the suffering that the saints will overcome the harlot and the antichrist just like Jesus did. 
 
4 … I saw the souls of those who had been beheaded for their witness to Jesus and for the word of God, who had NOT 
WORSHIPED THE BEAST or his image, and had not received his mark on their foreheads or on their hands. And they lived 
and reigned with Christ for a thousand years…(Rev. 20:4) 

 
 

B. The church in the book of Acts:  
The actual word “witness” means “speaking truth until death”.  
 

8But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be witnesses [speaking truth until 
death] to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” (Acts 1:8) 

 
 

 
C. Those who had recently been martyred by the harlot and antichrist are seen and herd by John crying out in 

prayer – “How long O Lord until you avenge our blood on those who have slain us.” This would be impossible for 
someone who had been martyred in history to say because their persecutors would have died before then.  

 
…and He has avenged on her the blood of His servants shed by her…(Rev. 19:2) 
 
6 I saw the woman, drunk with the blood of the saints and with the blood of the martyrs of Jesus. (Rev. 17:6) 

 
D. This is not a judgment against those who have been martyred. The prayer in heaven by those who have been 

martyred are brining strength and impact on the earth.  
 
 

IX. SEAL 6 – COSMIC DISTURBANCE AND AN INCREASE OF AWARNESS OF GODS JUDGMENTS 
 

A. Major earthquake and cosmic disturbance: 
Because of intercession of the martyrs in heaven and the prayer going forth on the earth God releases a major 
earthquake. This is such an intense shaking that John calls the reader to “behold it”.  
 
12 I looked when He opened the sixth seal, and behold, there was a great earthquake; and the sun became black as sackcloth 
of hair, and the moon became like blood. 13 And the stars of heaven fell to the earth, as a fig tree drops its late figs when it is 
shaken by a mighty wind. 14 Then the sky receded as a scroll when it is rolled up, and every mountain and island was moved 
out of its place. (Rev. 6:12-14) 

 
The prayer of the fifth seal also causes heavenly signs to appear in the sixth seal. The bible tells us that the sun, 
moon, and stars are given as signs from God for all of humanity (Gen. 1:14-17). Jesus predicted that the signs 
mentioned in the sixth seal would occur.  
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25 “And there will be signs in the sun, in the moon, and in the stars; and on the earth distress of nations, with perplexity, the 
sea and the waves roaring; 26 men’s hearts failing them from fear and the expectation of those things which are coming on 
the earth, for the powers of the heavens will be shaken. (Luke 21:25-26) 

 
o The sun is covered. The light from the sun is no longer shining. This causes men to look upon God. 

 
o The moon turns from white light to a red color. Blood moons draw major attention from mankind. This will 

cause the nations to look to God.  
 

o Meteor showers begin to happen. Stars fall from heaven. The nations are considering God.  
 

 
B. An increase of awareness of the judgments of God 

The last two verses in the sixth seal (15-17) highlight the fact that men are now beginning to recognize that the 
things that are happening globally are from God. All categories of humanity begin to respond to the increased 
awareness of God, His presence, and His judgments touching the earth.  
 
15 And the kings of the earth, the great men, the rich men, the commanders, the mighty men, every slave and every free man, 
hid themselves in the caves and in the rocks of the mountains, 16 and said to the mountains and rocks, “Fall on us and hide us 
from the face of Him who sits on the throne and from the wrath of the Lamb! 17 For the great day of His wrath has come, and 
who is able to stand?” (Rev. 6:15-17) 

  
 

Just as Aaron and Moses were set as a witness the church will be connecting the dots for the non-believing world 
that what is happening on a global scale is from God.  
 
I charge you therefore before God and the Lord Jesus Christ, who will judge the living and the dead at His appearing and His 
kingdom: 2 Preach the word! (2 Tim. 4:1-2) 
 

3 And I will give power to My two witnesses [born again Christians], and they will prophesy one thousand two hundred 
and sixty days, clothed in sackcloth.” 6 These have power to shut heaven, so that no rain falls in the days of their prophecy; 
and they have power over waters to turn them to blood, and to strike the earth with all plagues, as often as they desire. (Rev. 
10:3) 
 

28 “And it shall come to pass afterward that I will pour out My Spirit on all flesh; Your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 
your old men shall dream dreams, your young men shall see visions. 29 And also on My menservants and on My 
maidservants, I will pour out My Spirit in those days. 30 “And I will show wonders in the heavens and in the earth: Blood and 
fire and pillars of smoke. 31 The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon into blood, before the coming of the great 
and awesome day of the LORD. 32 And it shall come to pass that whoever calls on the name of the LORD shall be saved. For in 
Mount Zion and in Jerusalem there shall be deliverance, as the LORD has said, among the remnant whom the LORD calls. (Joel 
2:28-32) 

4 He who sits in the heavens shall laugh; The LORD shall hold them in derision. 5 Then He shall speak to them in His wrath [one 
of the ways God speaks to non-believers is through sending His people to speak His word to them] and distress them in His 
deep displeasure. (Joel 2:4-5) 
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X. REVELATION 7  
FIRST PARENTHETICAL SECTION The answer to the question, “Who can stand?” 

A. Parenthetical sections in the book of Revelation are portions of scripture that are like pressing pause on a 
movie and someone standing next to you who has all the answers to the movie explain to you what is 
happening. John is given help by angels (like prophets in the Old Testament during encounters) to interpret 
what is happening and to answer key questions that the Lord desires the reader to understand.  
 

o Parenthetical sections mostly describe Satan’s attack on the church and then God’s intervention to 
help with power, protection, direction, or reward.  
 

o There are a total of 5 parenthetical sections of scripture in the book of Revelation.  
 

1. Rev. 7 – Angelic explanation #1: The Seal Judgments.  

2. Rev. 10, 11 – Angelic explanation #2: The Trumpet Judgments.  

3. Rev. 12, 13, 14 – Angelic explanation #3: The Antichrists violent confrontation against all that 
is good including the saints.  

 
4. Rev. 17, 18 – Angelic explanation #4: The seduction of society of the Harlot Babylon’s 

religion affecting all spheres of society requiring her total destruction.  
 

5. Rev. 19, 20 – Angelic explanation #5: The restoration of all things.  
 

B. Revelation 7 parenthetic section answers the question asked by the people of the world in Revelation 6:17 – 
“For the great day of His wrath has come, and who is able to stand?” This section affirms the security of 
God’s people. God answers this cry by revealing that 144,000 Jewish believers will stand in victory (7:1-8) 
and Gentile martyrs (7:9-17) who shall stand strong without wavering in persecution. God will raise up a 
victorious church who stands strong through God’s judgments on evil and through persecution.  
 

 
4 They were commanded not to harm the grass of the earth, or any green thing, or any tree, but only those men who do 
not have the seal of God on their foreheads. (Rev. 9:4) 

 
 

C. JOHN IS SHOWN JEWISH BELIEVERS STANDING IN VICTORY 
1After these things I saw four angels standing at the four corners of the earth, holding the four winds of the earth, that 
the wind should not blow on the earth, on the sea, or on any tree. 2 Then I saw another angel ascending from the east, 
having the seal of the living God. And he cried with a loud voice to the four angels to whom it was granted to harm the 
earth and the sea, 3 saying, “Do not harm the earth, the sea, or the trees till we have sealed the servants of our God on 
their foreheads.” 4 And I heard the number of those who were sealed. One hundred and forty-four thousand of all the 
tribes of the children of Israel were sealed…(Rev. 7:1-4) 
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The saints will be raised up as a model of victory. They receive a protective seal before God strikes the earth 
(Rev. 7:3). This is the same as the book of Exodus when God stuck Egypt with plagues but God’s people were 
protected from His judgments. This is called the “Goshen principle” and is seen in Ex. 8:22-23; 9:4, 6, 26; 
Zeph. 2:3; Ps. 91; Ezek. 9:4; Rev. 9:4.  
 

  Example in Ezekiel’s day: 
4 and the LORD said to him, “Go through the midst of the city, through the midst of Jerusalem, and put a mark on 
the foreheads of the men who sigh and cry over all the abominations that are done within it.” 5 To the others He 
said in my hearing, “Go after him through the city and kill; do not let your eye spare, nor have any pity. 6 Utterly 
slay old and young men, maidens and little children and women; but do not come near anyone on whom is the 
mark; and begin at My sanctuary.” (Ezek. 9:4-6) 

 
 
D. JOHN IS SHOWN EVERY NATION STANDING STRONG EVEN UNTO DEATH FOR THE SAKE OF JESUS 

So he said to me, “These are the ones who come out of the great tribulation, and washed their robes and made them 
white in the blood of the Lamb. 15 Therefore they are before the throne of God, and serve Him day and night in His 
temple. And He who sits on the throne will dwell among them. 16 They shall neither hunger anymore nor thirst anymore; 
the sun shall not strike them, nor any heat; 17 for the Lamb who is in the midst of the throne will shepherd them and lead 
them to living fountains of waters [will be discipled by Jesus]. And God [the Father] will wipe away every tear from their 
eyes.” (Rev. 7:14-17) 

   
John is shown in a vison the same thing that Daniel saw (Dan. 7:10, 14) – all nations standing before God 
ministering to Him. These nations overcame the Harlot and the Antichrist by not loving their lives even to the 
death - the path of victory shown to us by Jesus.  

 
 


