
Burning Hearts Discipleship Courses – Rob Giesey 
“The Seven Bowls of Wrath” – Revelation 15, 16 

 

 

I. THE BOOK OF REVELATION: FIVE CHRONOLOGICAL SECTIONS AND FIVE ANGELIC EXPLANATIONS 

A. The five chronological sections: 
These five sections tell us what happens to the Antichrist followers in the twenty-one judgments (7 seals, 7 
trumpets, 7 bowls), which intensify in severity as they unfold.  
 

B. The five angelic explanations: 
These five explanations by angels function as a parenthesis while reading the chronological events. Another 
way to view these sections are like “pressing pause” on the chronological event to receive information about 
the different elements of the events just shown.  
 
1. Rev. 6    Chronological section #1: “The seal judgments” against the kingdom of darkness.  

Rev. 7    Angelic explanation #1: “The seal judgments” against the kingdom of darkness. 

 

2. Rev. 8-9 Chronological section #2: “The trumpet judgments” against the Antichrist empire. 

Rev. 10-11 Angelic explanation #2: The saints receive “direction” by the great increase of the prophetic ministry. 

 

3. Rev. 11:15-19 Chronological section #3: The “Second coming procession and rapture of the church”. The seventh and 

last trumpet.  

Rev. 12-14 Angelic explanation #3: The Antichrist violent “Confrontation” against the saints and all that is good. This 

requires that his evil government be removed.  

 

4. Rev. 15-16 Chronological section #4: The “seven bowl judgments” destroy all evil infrastructures in society (Ps. 2:9). 

Rev. 17-18 Angelic explanation #4: The “seduction of the society by Babylon’s evil religion. This has an effect on the 

earth and requires that God remove it from the earth.  

 

5. Rev. 19-20 Chronological section #5: Jesus’ “triumphal entry” into Jerusalem (Rev. 19:11-21). 

Rev. 19-20 Angelic explanation #5: The “restoration” of all things (Acts 3:21; Rev. 21:9-22:5) 

 

 

II. REVELATION 15 AND 16: OVERVIEW 

A. Timing:  
Revelation chapters 15 and 16 are a part of the 4th chronological section of the book of Revelation. The saints 
have been faithful through the great tribulation period that lasts 1,260 days (3 ½ years). They have now been 
raptured at the seventh trumpet.  
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The 7th trumpet: 

15 Then the seventh angel sounded: And there were loud voices in heaven, saying, “The kingdoms of this world have become 
the kingdoms of our Lord and of His Christ, and He shall reign forever and ever!” 16 And the twenty-four elders who sat 
before God on their thrones fell on their faces and worshiped God, 17 … You have taken Your great power and reigned. 18 
The nations were angry, and Your wrath has come, and the time of the dead, that they should be judged, and that You 
should reward Your servants the prophets and the saints, and those who fear Your name, small and great, and should 
destroy those who destroy the earth.” (Rev. 11:15-18) 

 
The 7th trumpet begins the time when the empires of the world will come under the leadership of Jesus. The 
saints are rewarded and those who have destroyed the earth are judged. The 7th trumpet initiates the events 
related to the Rapture (Rev. 11:15-18). Notice that the timing of the Rapture and the Marriage Supper are 
curiously absent in Revelation. Why? They are a process that occurs over time instead of being one event that 
happens one afternoon.  
 

 
B. The setting of the stage: 

The 7th trumpet sets the stage for the third and final numbered judgment series known as the 7 bowls of 
wrath. In Revelation 15, John is shown the saints standing on the sea of glass in heaven singing and seven 
priestly angels are called forth out of the heavenly temple to pour out the last series of God’s judgments. It is 
in this 30 day period prophesied by Daniel (Dan. 12:11) that the desolation in Jerusalem’s temple is torn down 
as Jesus destroys all Antichrist worship through His three-fold procession (sky, land, and into Jerusalem). It is 
in this time period that God’s 7 bowls of wrath are poured out. Jesus will release the 7 bowls of wrath in a way 
that parallels Moses releasing the ten plagues of Egypt. The bowls of wrath recall the plagues in Egypt 
released by Moses against Pharaoh in Egypt.  
 
Jesus’ three-fold procession: 

1. Stage One: Jesus’ procession across the earth as He raptures the saints. The earth will mourn. (Rev. 1:7) 

2. Stage Two: Jesus travels across land (Is. 63:1-6) using the first 5 Bowls of wrath to destroy the resources 
of the Antichrist’s worldwide empire. 
 

3. Stage Three: Jesus re-enters Jerusalem (Mt. 23:39) and releases the 7th and final Bowl that contributes 
to judging the armies of the Antichrist and delivering Israel at the Battle of Jerusalem (Zech. 12:1-9; 
14:1-5).  

 
C. The last 7 judgments: 

There are 7 final judgments called “the bowls of God’s wrath”. These 7 bowls are taken from the temple in 
heaven and poured out onto the Antichrist and his worshipers who are on the earth (Rev. 15:6-7). The bowls 
of God’s wrath are no longer redemptive in nature like the 7 seals and 7 trumpet judgments, meaning, mercy 
is no longer part of the equation. The 7 bowls of God’s wrath is the uprooting of all remaining evil that is on 
the earth. The “heat has now been turned up to high” and the “filth of the nations” is manifesting to it’s max.  
 
22 Therefore consider [pay close attention to] the goodness and severity of God…(Rom. 11:22) 
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It is in these chapters that we will behold the severity of God. The severity of God is something that is rarely 
taught on in this day and it is essential in the foundations of Christianity. As much as we teach on revival, 
healing, power, godly principles, finances, and family, we need to spend time meditating on God’s judgments 
and shaking of the nations (Ps. 119:13. 
 
13 With my lips I have declared all the judgments of Your mouth. 14 I have rejoiced in the way of Your testimonies, as much 
as in all riches. 15 I will meditate on Your precepts and contemplate Your ways. 16 I will delight myself in Your statutes; I 
will not forget Your word. (Ps. 119:13-16) 

 
 

III. REVELATION 15: PRELUDE TO THE SEVEN BOWLS OF WRATH 

A. Songs of agreement that move into God’s judgments: 
In heaven there is agreement concerning the 7 Bowls. This agreement comes through a two-fold song that is 
released by the victorious church standing on the sea of glass.  

Then I saw another sign in heaven, great and marvelous: seven angels having the seven last plagues, for in them the wrath 
of God is complete. 2 And I saw something like a sea of glass mingled with fire, and those who have the victory over the 
beast, over his image and over his mark and over the number of his name, standing on the sea of glass, having harps of 
God. 3 They sing the song of Moses, the servant of God, and the song of the Lamb, saying: “Great and marvelous are Your 
works, Lord God Almighty! Just and true are Your ways, O King of the saints! 4 Who shall not fear You, O Lord, and glorify 
Your name? For You alone are holy. For all nations shall come and worship before You, for Your judgments have been 
manifested.” (Rev. 15:1-4) 

 
1. Song #1: The song of Moses. This is a prophetic song written by Moses before his death 

(Deuteronomy 32). This song proclaims God as “the rock” and all others who worship false gods 
to be judged. The song prophesies of the Gentiles joining in with the promises of Israel at the 
coming of God.  
 

2. Song #2: The song of the Lamb. This is the song that begins the 21 judgments found in Revelation 
5. This song exalts the humility and intercession of Jesus to remove sin from the earth as the 
spotless Lamb provided by the Father. The overcoming church are those who have gone the way 
of the Lamb. This is the path of voluntary weakness to overcome. Jesus sent His disciples out as 
lambs (Luke 10:3).  

 
25 Because the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger than men. (1 Cor. 
1:25)  

 
The harp: 
*The instrument chosen by God for this song of deliverance and victory is the harp. The harp is 
mentioned in Revelation 4:8, 14:2, 15:2. The harp was an interictal part of prophetic worship in 
the tabernacle of David (1 Chron. 25:3) as an instrument to “give thanks” and “praise” the Lord.  
 
1Moreover David and the captains of the army separated for the service some of the sons of Asaph, of 
Heman, and of Jeduthun, who should prophesy with harps, stringed instruments, and cymbals…3Of 
Jeduthun, the sons of Jeduthun: Gedaliah, Zeri, Jeshaiah, Shimei, Hashabiah, and Mattithiah, six, under the 
direction of their father Jeduthun, who prophesied with a harp to give thanks and to praise the LORD. (1 
Chron. 25:1-3) 
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B. The testimony in heaven’s temple opened:  

The testimony in the temple was an inventory of the things inside the temple. The Levites (priests) were 
commissioned as those who were in charge of the testimony (Ex. 38:21; Num. 1:50; Heb. 8:5). Only the 
priests could open it. The seven angels commissioned to pour out the 7 Bowls of wrath are described as 
priests (looking like Jesus in Revelation 1).  
 
5 After these things I looked, and the temple of the tabernacle of testimony in heaven was opened… 6and the seven angels 
who had the SEVEN PLAGUES came out of the temple, clothed in linen, clean and bright, and girded around their chests 
with golden sashes. (Rev. 15:5) 
 

§ 21 This is the inventory of the tabernacle, the tabernacle of the Testimony, which was counted according to the 
commandment of Moses, for the service of the Levites, by the hand of Ithamar, son of Aaron the priest. (Ex. 
38:21) 
 

§ 50 but you shall appoint the Levites over the tabernacle of the Testimony, over all its furnishings, and over all 
things that belong to it; they shall carry the tabernacle and all its furnishings; they shall attend to it and camp 
around the tabernacle. (Num. 1:50) 

 
§ 5 who serve the copy and shadow of the heavenly things, as Moses was divinely instructed when he was about to 

make the tabernacle. For He said, “See that you make all things according to the pattern shown you on the 
mountain.” (Heb. 8:5) 

 
 

C. The glory of God fills the temple because of the songs and the priestly testimony coming out! 
Often throughout scripture the glory of God appearing in the temple is a sign of a significant moment of 
obedience and sacrifice by God’s people. God’s presence came down in smoke and fire on Mount Sinia as a 
significant moment of covenant. As the 7 bowls are given to priestly angels coming out of the temple in 
heaven the Father is pleased and manifests His presence.   
 
7 Then one of the four living creatures gave to the seven angels seven golden bowls full of the wrath of God who lives 
forever and ever. 8 The temple was filled with smoke from the glory of God and from His power, and no one was able to 
enter the temple till the seven plagues of the seven angels were completed. (Rev. 15:7-8) 
 

D. Why bowls?  
In the priestly setting a drink offering of wine filled bowls by the brazen altar found in the courtyard outside of 
the temple. Drink offerings of wine were poured out on the flesh of the sacrifice on the altar (Ex.29:40; Num. 
15:4-5). Just like in Revelation 5 we can see the priestly ministry of the Father found in Revelation 15 and 16. 
In Revelation 5 the Father offers His son on the altar and in Revelation 15 and 16 the Father is pouring out His 
drink offering (wine of wrath on flesh) over the Antichrist and his worshipers. It is the flesh of these 
worshipers who will burn forever in the lake of fire (brazen altar) that is before God (Rev. 14:9-11).  
 
9 Then a third angel followed them, saying with a loud voice, “If anyone worships the beast and his image, and receives 
his mark on his forehead or on his hand, 10 he himself shall also drink of the wine of the wrath of God, which is poured out 
full strength into the cup of His indignation. He shall be tormented with fire and brimstone in the presence of the holy 
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angels and in the presence of the Lamb. 11 And the smoke of their torment ascends forever and ever; and they have no 
rest day or night, who worship the beast and his image, and whoever receives the mark of his name.” (Rev. 14:9-11) 
 
 
 
 

IV. REVELATION 16: THE SEVEN BOWLS OF WRATH 

A. A quick progression of judgment: 
Through the instruction coming from the heavenly temple the seven bowls are poured out in a faster way 
than the other 14 judgments.  
 
Then I heard a loud voice from the temple saying to the seven angels, “Go and pour out the bowls of the wrath of God on 
the earth.” (Rev. 16:1) 
 
 

B. BOWL #1: LOATHSOME SORES 
2 So the first went and poured out his bowl upon the earth, and a foul and loathsome sore came upon the men who had 
the mark of the beast and those who worshiped his image. (Rev. 16:2) 
 
The first bowl is directed toward the physical body of the Antichrist and his worshipers. Painful and smelly 
sores will appear on people all over the nations. This was the sixth plague in Egypt (Ex. 9:8-11). Moses warned 
God’s people that rebellion towards God would bring God’s judgment of severe boils (Duet. 28:35). 
Economics and life in all the nations will be drastically hindered by these painful sores.  
 
 

C. BOWL #2: DESTORYING THE SEAS WITH BLOOD 
3 Then the second angel poured out his bowl on the sea, and it became blood as of a dead man; and every living creature 
in the sea died. (Rev. 16:3) 
 

The second bowl is directed towards the food supply found in the seas and through trade happening through 
boat of food and other supplies. The stench of the waters will be unimaginable as mass amount of water 
turns to blood. This was the first plague in Egypt (Ex. 7:19-21) making it impossible to fish or drink.  
 
 

D. BOWL #3: DESTORYING THE EARTH’S FRESH WATER 

4 Then the third angel poured out his bowl on the rivers and springs of water, and they became blood. 5 And I heard the 
angel of the waters saying: “YOUR ARE RIGHTEOUS, O Lord, the One who is and who was and who is to be, BECAUSE YOU 
HAVE JUDGED THESE THINGS. 6 For they have shed the blood of saints and prophets, and You have given them blood to 
drink. For it is their just due.” 7 And I heard another from the altar saying, “Even so, Lord God Almighty, true and righteous 
are Your judgments.” (Rev. 16:4-7) 

 

The third bowl attacks the Antichrist and his worshiper’s drinking water. God judges the drinking water to 
repay those who killed the martyrs. God answers blood with blood. Divine justice pours out blood as these 
did. As they thirsted for blood they were given blood to drink.  
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§ 9 When He opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of those who had been slain for the word of God 

and for the testimony which they held. 10 And they cried with a loud voice, saying, “How long, O Lord, holy and 
true, until You judge and avenge our blood on those who dwell on the earth?” 11 Then a white robe was given to 
each of them; and it was said to them that they should rest a little while longer, until both the number of their 
fellow servants and their brethren, who would be killed as they were, was completed. (Rev. 6:9-11) 

 

E. BOWL #4: SCORCHING HEAT FROM THE SUN 
8 Then the fourth angel poured out his bowl on the sun, and power was given to him to scorch men with fire. 9 And men 
were scorched with great heat, and they blasphemed the name of God [they know it’s from God but don’t turn] who has 
power over these plagues; and they did not repent and give Him glory. (Rev. 16:8-9) 
 

The Lord will pull back the barrier that protects humans from the sun. The heat will be so intense that it will 
burn the skin. The fire will be supernatural. This will be a torment that will force people to stay inside. Boils on 
the body, shortage of food and clean drinking water will make not being able to go outside due to the 
scorching heat a massive problem.  
 
People will be so demonized that they will blaspheme God and not repent when only weeks before people 
were repenting (Rev. 11:13).  
 

F. BOWL #5: DARKNESS AND PAIN 
10 Then the fifth angel poured out his bowl on the throne of the beast, and his kingdom became full of darkness; and they 
gnawed their tongues because of the pain. 11 They blasphemed the God of heaven because of their pains and their sores, 
and did not repent of their deeds. (Rev. 16:10-11) 
 
The plague of darkness was the ninth plague in Egypt (Ex. 10:21-23). The Antichrist’s throne will be hit in a major way by 
this plague. The darkness is so intense that it overcomes every light (thick darkness). The darkness that is poured out also 
comes with great pain. The Antichrist and his worshipers will be tormented by the pain of darkness (the reality of their 
own heart) and the pain of their sores. The pain is so intense that they blaspheme God (a penalty punishable by death in 
the Old Testament). Jesus wasn’t kidding when he said that He is the light of the world. The light of Jesus will be the light 
of the world.  
 

§ 8 And then the lawless one will be revealed, whom the Lord will consume with the breath of His mouth and 
destroy with the brightness of His coming. (2 Thess. 2:8) 

 
 

G. BOWL #6: THE GATHERING TO ARMEGEDON THROUGH DEMONIC MESSAGING AND DEMONIC SIGNS 
12 Then the sixth angel poured out his bowl on the great river Euphrates, and its water was dried up, so that the way of 
the kings from the east might be prepared. 13 And I SAW THREE UNCLEAN SPIRITS COMING OUT OF THE MOUTH of the 
dragon, out of the mouth of the beast, and out of the mouth of the false prophet. 14 For they are spirits of demons, 
performing signs, which go out to the kings of the earth and of the whole world, to gather them to the battle of that 
great day of God Almighty. (Rev. 16:12-14) 
 
The sixth bowl is a preparatory judgment that brings the nations to the seventh bowl. God’s strategy is clearly seen by (1) 
the Euphrates river drying up so that armies from the east have a path into Israel for the final judgment. God strategy 
also (2) allows Satan, the Antichrist, and the false prophet to speak with great power and eloquence to draw the nations 
to battle against Jesus in Jerusalem. John is allowed to see what the powerful and eloquent words coming from their 



 7 

mouth looks like in the spirit – like frogs. Frogs consume there pray with their tongues. They deceive the nations with 
their tongues.  
 
 
 
 

H. BOWL #7: THE GREAT EARTHQUAKE AND HAIL 
17 Then the seventh angel poured out his bowl into the air, and a loud voice came out of the temple of heaven, from the 
throne, saying, “It is done!” 18 And there were noises and thunderings and lightnings; and there was a great earthquake, 
such a mighty and great earthquake as had not occurred since men were on the earth. 19 Now the great city was divided 
into three parts, and the cities of the nations fell. And great Babylon was remembered before God, to give her the cup of 
the wine of the fierceness of His wrath. 20 Then every island fled away, and the mountains were not found. 21 And great 
hail from heaven fell upon men, each hailstone about the weight of a talent [100 pounds]. Men blasphemed God because 
of the plague of the hail, since that plague was exceedingly great. (Rev. 16:17-21) 
 
Jesus spoke, “It is done” on the cross to complete the sacrifice. The final bowl judgment the same phrase is spoken “It is 
done” to complete God’s twenty-one judgments to cleanse the earth.  
 
(1) A great earthquake strikes Jerusalem. This is what was predicted by the prophet Zechariah (Zech. 14:4-5). The 

nations great cities will crumble under the power and weight of God’s final judgment.  
 
4 And in that day His feet will stand on the Mount of Olives [procession on land from Jordan], which faces 
Jerusalem on the east. And the Mount of Olives shall be split in two, from east to west, making a very large 
valley; Half of the mountain shall move toward the north and half of it toward the south. 5 Then you shall flee 
through My mountain valley, for the mountain valley shall reach to Azal. Yes, you shall flee as you fled from the 
earthquake in the days of Uzziah king of Judah. Thus, the LORD my God will come, and all the saints with You. 
(Zech. 14:4-5) 
 

(2) The final judgment is 100-pound hail falling upon the Antichrist and those who worshiped him. For several 
judgments they have blasphemed God corrupting God’s name on the earth before men. Large hail falls from the sky 
acting as “a stoning” and removal of all false worship to complete the seven bowls of God’s wrath.  

 
§ 13 And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 14 “Take outside the camp him who has cursed; then let all who 

heard him lay their hands on his head, and let all the congregation stone him. 15 “Then you shall speak 
to the children of Israel, saying: ‘Whoever curses his God shall bear his sin. 16 And whoever blasphemes 
the name of the LORD shall surely be put to death. (Lev. 24:13-14) 

 

 
 


